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Proposition 8 
Likely Voters 

Proposition 8 is the “Limit on Marriage Constitutional Amendment.” It amends the California constitution to 
say that only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California. If the election were 
being held today, would you vote yes or no on Proposition 8? 

 

52% 43% 5%

57% 36% 7%

30% 63% 7%

83% 13% 4%

43% 54% 3%

10% 87% 3%

79% 13% 8%

92% 7% 1%

50% 44% 6%

58% 37% 5%

38% 58% 4%

60% 38% 2%

55% 41% 4%

53% 44% 3%

51% 43% 6%

51% 45% 4%

57% 38% 5%

49% 46% 5%

30% 66% 3%

50% 46% 4%

54% 42% 3%

64% 31% 5%

42% 54% 4%

59% 37% 4%

41% 57% 2%

63% 35% 2%

43% 52% 5%

55% 39% 6%

59% 36% 5%

42% 54% 4%

45% 51% 5%

59% 36% 5%

56% 40% 4%

45% 50% 5%

55% 39% 5%

54% 43% 3%

53% 42% 5%

49% 48% 3%

55% 42% 4%

51% 46% 4%

52% 44% 4%

53% 40% 7%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your

view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who

work outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United

States or in another country?

Row %

Yes

Row %

No

Row %

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008
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 Proposition 8 (cont’d)  
Likely Voters 

 
 

52% 43% 5%

10% 87% 3%

79% 13% 8%

92% 7% 1%

Likely California Voters

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Row %

Yes

Row %

No

Row %

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008

Likely Catholic Voters 

 
 

57% 36% 7%

18% 77% 5%

76% 12% 12%

96% 4% 0%

Likely Catholic Voters

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Row %

Yes

Row %

No

Row %

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Likely Catholic Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008
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Views on Same-Sex Marriage 
Likely Voters 

Which comes closest to your view: Gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to legally marry, gay and 
lesbian couples should be allowed to legally form civil unions, but not marry, or there should be no legal 
recognition of the relationship between gay and lesbian couples? 

44% 33% 23%

42% 37% 21%

67% 18% 15%

11% 51% 38%

53% 33% 14%

9% 49% 42%

86% 10% 4%

31% 62% 7%

49% 29% 22%

34% 37% 29%

55% 34% 11%

40% 33% 27%

45% 28% 27%

48% 31% 22%

41% 34% 25%

45% 34% 21%

40% 29% 31%

51% 27% 23%

70% 20% 10%

47% 33% 20%

41% 34% 25%

27% 42% 31%

57% 28% 16%

35% 37% 28%

65% 25% 10%

33% 38% 29%

49% 31% 21%

36% 37% 27%

36% 37% 28%

55% 27% 17%

51% 29% 20%

37% 36% 26%

41% 30% 29%

49% 35% 15%

47% 25% 28%

47% 27% 26%

43% 38% 19%

44% 35% 21%

47% 26% 27%

44% 36% 20%

44% 32% 23%

45% 32% 23%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on

Marriage Constitutional

Amendment

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who

work outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United

States or in another country?

Row %

Gay or lesbian

couples should be

allowed to legally

marry

Row %

Gay or lesbian

couples should be

allowed to legally

form civil unions,

but not marry

Row %

There should be no

legal recognition of

the relationship

between gay and

lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008
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Definition of Marriage 
Likely Voters 

Do you believe that marriage should only be between a man and a woman? 
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55% 41% 4%

61% 35% 4%

33% 63% 4%

89% 9% 2%

43% 50% 7%

92% 6% 2%

11% 85% 4%

41% 33% 26%

7% 90% 3%

88% 5% 7%

95% 5% 0%

50% 46% 4%

64% 34% 2%

43% 52% 4%

58% 36% 5%

57% 35% 7%

53% 43% 4%

56% 39% 4%

54% 43% 4%

61% 36% 3%

52% 44% 4%

33% 66% 1%

50% 43% 7%

57% 40% 4%

72% 26% 2%

43% 52% 5%

64% 33% 3%

37% 58% 5%

67% 30% 2%

49% 46% 5%

60% 36% 4%

63% 34% 3%

45% 50% 5%

49% 49% 2%

61% 33% 6%

59% 37% 4%

49% 47% 4%

59% 37% 4%

52% 42% 6%

55% 42% 3%

54% 45% 1%

55% 40% 5%

54% 44% 2%

54% 42% 4%

59% 39% 2%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

Yes

Row %

No

Row %

Unsure

Do you believe that marriage should only

be between a man and a woman?

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Gay Marriage: Who Decides 
Likely Voters 

Do you think the definition of marriage should be determined by judges or do you think that decision should 
be left to California voters? 

Appendix:  Toplines for California Survey Proposition 8  Page 7 
 

15% 72% 13%

16% 73% 11%

21% 67% 12%

9% 80% 11%

16% 69% 16%

10% 79% 11%

22% 66% 12%

16% 52% 32%

22% 67% 11%

10% 77% 13%

11% 76% 12%

15% 71% 14%

12% 75% 13%

22% 63% 15%

19% 74% 7%

13% 78% 9%

17% 73% 10%

14% 71% 15%

16% 72% 12%

17% 72% 11%

13% 74% 13%

18% 68% 14%

19% 70% 11%

15% 74% 11%

11% 74% 14%

18% 69% 12%

13% 74% 13%

21% 68% 11%

14% 76% 9%

16% 71% 14%

12% 72% 16%

15% 75% 11%

16% 69% 14%

19% 71% 10%

12% 73% 15%

13% 77% 10%

19% 65% 16%

10% 82% 8%

22% 69% 10%

21% 67% 12%

16% 72% 12%

17% 74% 9%

18% 70% 12%

16% 73% 12%

13% 68% 19%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

Determined by

judges

Row %

Left to

California

voters

Row %

Unsure

Do you think the definition of marriage should be

determined by judges or do you think that

decision should be left to California voters?

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Gay Marriage: Court’s Decision 
Likely Voters 

The language in Proposition 8 defining marriage as the union of a man and a woman was approved by more 
than 61% of California voters in 2000. Earlier this year, four judges in San Francisco overturned this vote and 
declared that gay people have a constitutional right to be married. Do you think the judges were correct in 
their decision, or not? 
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42% 52% 6%

38% 55% 7%

67% 28% 5%

8% 85% 7%

46% 47% 8%

10% 84% 6%

81% 15% 4%

27% 44% 29%

85% 11% 5%

10% 83% 7%

8% 89% 3%

45% 52% 3%

33% 62% 5%

52% 40% 8%

40% 54% 5%

39% 50% 11%

43% 51% 5%

40% 53% 7%

41% 53% 6%

42% 54% 5%

49% 43% 8%

67% 32% 1%

41% 51% 8%

39% 54% 7%

29% 64% 7%

52% 43% 5%

35% 59% 7%

56% 39% 5%

34% 61% 4%

47% 47% 6%

35% 57% 8%

36% 57% 7%

49% 46% 5%

49% 47% 4%

35% 57% 8%

40% 54% 6%

46% 48% 6%

44% 53% 3%

45% 47% 8%

47% 49% 4%

42% 52% 6%

45% 49% 6%

44% 51% 5%

42% 52% 6%

42% 50% 7%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

Correct

Row %

Not correct

Row %

Unsure

The language in Proposition 8 was overturned

by the courts, do you think the judges were

correct in their decision, or not?

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Legally Require Priests to Perform Same-Sex Marriage 
Likely Voters 

If Proposition 8 fails, do you believe that priests, ministers, and other clergy should be legally required to 
perform same sex marriages even if it is against their religious convictions? 
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15% 79% 6%

16% 78% 6%

23% 70% 7%

2% 93% 4%

18% 76% 5%

7% 89% 4%

24% 68% 8%

19% 65% 16%

28% 64% 8%

3% 93% 4%

6% 89% 4%

22% 72% 7%

9% 83% 8%

14% 79% 7%

13% 85% 2%

17% 80% 4%

21% 72% 6%

9% 85% 6%

11% 85% 4%

18% 76% 6%

31% 56% 12%

32% 64% 5%

15% 81% 4%

11% 83% 6%

7% 86% 7%

21% 74% 4%

9% 85% 6%

32% 62% 5%

11% 83% 6%

11% 86% 4%

8% 85% 7%

10% 86% 5%

22% 71% 8%

16% 78% 6%

14% 80% 6%

19% 75% 6%

10% 86% 4%

24% 66% 10%

13% 82% 4%

18% 77% 5%

7% 89% 3%

18% 76% 6%

11% 85% 4%

13% 81% 5%

26% 63% 11%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

Yes

Row %

No

Row %

Unsure

If Proposition 8 fails, do you believe that priests,

ministers, and other clergy should be legally

required to perform same sex marriages even if it

is against their religious convictions?

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Likely to Support Prop 8: Lawsuits and Religious Institutions 
Likely Voters 

Please tell me whether each of the following makes you more or less likely to support Proposition 8.  What if 
you learned that if Proposition 8 fails, priests, ministers, and other clergy who won’t perform same sex 
marriages because of their religious beliefs will face lawsuits and may lose their right to perform 
heterosexual marriages? 
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44% 41% 15%

39% 48% 13%

31% 52% 16%

59% 30% 11%

45% 38% 17%

61% 30% 9%

23% 55% 22%

35% 37% 28%

24% 55% 21%

56% 32% 12%

64% 26% 10%

47% 43% 9%

43% 43% 14%

41% 38% 21%

41% 43% 16%

47% 35% 18%

44% 40% 16%

44% 41% 15%

46% 39% 15%

42% 47% 11%

36% 48% 16%

35% 58% 7%

53% 32% 14%

43% 42% 15%

44% 35% 22%

46% 43% 11%

43% 39% 18%

41% 43% 16%

49% 37% 15%

50% 43% 7%

38% 40% 21%

49% 36% 15%

39% 46% 15%

44% 43% 13%

44% 37% 19%

46% 40% 15%

42% 42% 16%

41% 44% 14%

39% 48% 12%

48% 41% 11%

49% 39% 13%

40% 47% 13%

49% 39% 12%

44% 40% 16%

41% 44% 14%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

More likely to

vote for it

Row %

Less likely to

vote for it

Row %

Unsure

If voting no on Prop 8 means priests, ministers, and

other clergy who won’t perform same sex marriages

because of their religious beliefs will face lawsuits

and may lose their right to perform heterosexual

marriages, are you:

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Likely to Support Prop 8: Married Outside Their Church 
Likely Voters 

Please tell me whether each of the following makes you more or less likely to support Proposition 8.  What if 
you learned that if Proposition 8 fails, heterosexual couples who want to be legally married in a church that 
won’t perform same sex marriage would then have to be married outside their church? 
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47% 35% 18%

51% 34% 15%

39% 42% 20%

61% 26% 14%

45% 37% 18%

67% 22% 11%

25% 51% 24%

38% 21% 41%

26% 50% 24%

58% 27% 16%

68% 21% 10%

48% 41% 12%

47% 36% 17%

41% 38% 21%

51% 35% 13%

50% 23% 27%

44% 37% 18%

49% 33% 18%

45% 37% 18%

51% 32% 17%

51% 35% 14%

39% 48% 14%

58% 29% 13%

44% 36% 20%

47% 32% 22%

50% 37% 13%

45% 34% 21%

44% 37% 19%

48% 37% 15%

55% 37% 8%

43% 31% 25%

53% 31% 16%

41% 40% 19%

45% 39% 17%

49% 31% 19%

49% 33% 18%

45% 38% 18%

60% 28% 12%

50% 30% 20%

52% 34% 14%

48% 38% 14%

54% 29% 17%

49% 37% 14%

46% 37% 18%

56% 27% 17%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

More likely to

vote for it

Row %

Less likely to

vote for it

Row %

Unsure

If voting no on Prop 8 means heterosexual couples who

want to be legally married in a church that won’t

perform same sex marriage would then have to be

married outside their church, are you:

Likely California Voters

California Registered Voters October 2008



Likely to Support Prop 8: Gay and Lesbian Couples Able to Form Civil Unions 
Likely Voters 

Please tell me whether each of the following makes you more or less likely to support Proposition 8.  What if 
you learned that if Proposition 8 passes, gay or lesbian couples will still be able to form civil unions and 
have the same rights as married heterosexual couples? 
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58% 30% 12%

64% 26% 10%

54% 34% 12%

64% 25% 11%

59% 33% 8%

63% 27% 10%

52% 34% 14%

51% 32% 17%

52% 34% 14%

70% 18% 11%

55% 38% 8%

55% 35% 10%

53% 34% 13%

63% 23% 14%

55% 39% 6%

67% 20% 13%

57% 30% 12%

59% 29% 11%

59% 28% 13%

56% 36% 8%

56% 34% 10%

52% 39% 9%

67% 24% 9%

57% 30% 13%

57% 29% 14%

61% 30% 9%

57% 29% 13%

60% 26% 14%

57% 33% 11%

61% 34% 5%

57% 27% 16%

63% 27% 10%

54% 34% 13%

60% 30% 11%

57% 30% 13%

62% 28% 10%

54% 32% 15%

69% 22% 8%

56% 32% 12%

63% 26% 11%

59% 29% 12%

62% 28% 10%

60% 28% 12%

57% 31% 12%

67% 22% 11%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

More likely to

vote for it

Row %

Less likely to

vote for it

Row %

Unsure

If voting yes on Prop 8 means gay or lesbian couples will

still be able to form civil unions and have the same rights

as married heterosexual couples, are you:

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Likely to Support Prop 8: Teaching About Marriage 
Likely Voters 

Please tell me whether each of the following makes you more or less likely to support Proposition 8.  What if 
you learned that if Proposition 8 fails, children in public schools will be taught that marriage is a 
relationship between any two adults rather than a man and a woman? 
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48% 41% 11%

46% 45% 9%

39% 49% 12%

59% 34% 7%

46% 42% 12%

61% 33% 6%

33% 52% 15%

31% 38% 31%

36% 50% 14%

54% 36% 10%

62% 33% 5%

52% 42% 6%

44% 44% 11%

42% 43% 15%

48% 43% 9%

53% 33% 14%

44% 44% 12%

51% 39% 10%

49% 41% 11%

49% 44% 7%

40% 47% 13%

46% 46% 8%

56% 37% 7%

42% 45% 13%

49% 38% 14%

52% 40% 8%

45% 42% 13%

45% 43% 12%

45% 43% 12%

59% 38% 3%

45% 41% 14%

51% 36% 12%

43% 48% 9%

49% 41% 10%

46% 42% 12%

51% 38% 11%

44% 45% 11%

46% 47% 7%

47% 44% 9%

53% 35% 12%

49% 41% 10%

46% 45% 8%

50% 39% 11%

48% 41% 11%

46% 46% 8%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

More likely to

vote for it

Row %

Less likely to

vote for it

Row %

Unsure

If voting no on Prop 8 means children in public schools will

be taught that marriage is a relationship between any

two adults rather than a man and a woman, are you:

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Likely to Support Prop 8: Housing for Married Students 
Likely Voters 

Please tell me whether each of the following makes you more or less likely to support Proposition 8.  What if 
you learned that if Proposition 8 fails, religious schools that provide housing for married students may lose 
their tax exempt status if they don’t do so for gay or lesbian couples? 

 

47% 36% 17%

47% 37% 16%

37% 46% 16%

59% 28% 14%

46% 36% 18%

58% 29% 13%

32% 47% 21%

42% 35% 23%

35% 45% 20%

53% 30% 17%

59% 31% 10%

47% 43% 10%

41% 45% 14%

47% 30% 22%

57% 30% 14%

48% 27% 25%

47% 39% 14%

47% 35% 19%

47% 36% 17%

43% 40% 17%

47% 40% 13%

47% 40% 13%

53% 35% 12%

44% 40% 16%

47% 32% 21%

50% 37% 13%

45% 36% 19%

53% 35% 13%

46% 40% 14%

48% 40% 12%

45% 33% 22%

52% 32% 16%

41% 41% 17%

46% 38% 16%

48% 34% 18%

48% 35% 18%

46% 39% 15%

54% 34% 13%

46% 37% 17%

54% 34% 13%

46% 41% 12%

49% 36% 15%

49% 39% 12%

46% 37% 16%

51% 33% 16%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

More likely to vote

for it

Row %

Less likely to vote

for it

Row %

Unsure

If voting no on Prop 8 means religious schools that provide

housing for married students may lose their tax-exempt status if

they don’t do so for gay or lesbian couples, are you:

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008
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Likely to Support Prop 8: Adoption and Foster Homes 
Likely Voters 

Please tell me whether each of the following makes you more or less likely to support Proposition 8.  What if 
you learned that if Proposition 8 fails, religious adoption agencies that place children only in homes with a 
mother and a father will not be able to place children in foster homes? 
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42% 38% 20%

41% 41% 18%

32% 49% 19%

56% 26% 18%

37% 39% 23%

58% 26% 16%

23% 52% 25%

32% 42% 26%

24% 53% 23%

48% 31% 21%

65% 20% 15%

43% 44% 12%

40% 44% 17%

37% 33% 29%

55% 26% 20%

40% 33% 27%

42% 38% 20%

41% 38% 21%

42% 37% 21%

36% 48% 16%

46% 37% 17%

42% 44% 14%

46% 39% 16%

44% 37% 19%

38% 33% 29%

44% 41% 15%

41% 35% 24%

46% 37% 17%

42% 38% 20%

42% 45% 13%

40% 33% 27%

47% 33% 20%

36% 44% 20%

42% 40% 18%

42% 36% 22%

46% 37% 18%

36% 41% 22%

46% 37% 17%

43% 37% 20%

48% 41% 11%

42% 41% 17%

44% 37% 18%

44% 41% 15%

42% 38% 20%

43% 39% 18%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

More likely to vote

for it

Row %

Less likely to vote

for it

Row %

Unsure

If voting no on Prop 8 means religious adoption agencies that

place children only in homes with a mother and a father will not

be able to place children in foster homes, are you:

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008



Gender Neutral Marriage Licenses 
Likely Voters 

In order to accommodate same sex marriages the State of California now requires gender neutral marriage 
certificates.  The use of bride and groom on marriage certificates is illegal and non-binding and has been 
replaced by the words Party A and Party B. Do you think this gender neutral wording should be required or 
not required on every couple's marriage certificate? 

 

31% 56% 13%

35% 54% 11%

40% 45% 15%

20% 70% 10%

31% 58% 11%

25% 65% 9%

39% 47% 14%

31% 37% 33%

40% 45% 16%

17% 72% 11%

34% 57% 9%

29% 60% 11%

31% 58% 11%

38% 49% 13%

32% 53% 15%

28% 56% 15%

32% 53% 15%

31% 58% 10%

30% 57% 14%

35% 57% 8%

37% 54% 9%

39% 50% 12%

31% 59% 10%

33% 58% 9%

23% 60% 17%

34% 56% 10%

28% 59% 13%

34% 51% 15%

27% 59% 14%

34% 60% 6%

30% 58% 12%

30% 59% 11%

32% 53% 15%

35% 55% 10%

28% 57% 15%

33% 55% 12%

31% 58% 12%

31% 59% 9%

32% 53% 15%

29% 58% 12%

28% 64% 8%

31% 56% 13%

29% 62% 9%

31% 56% 13%

37% 54% 9%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

Required

Row %

Not

required

Row %

Unsure

Gender neutral marriage licenses

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008
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Same-Sex Marriage vs. Risk to Clergy 
Likely Voters 

Appendix:  Toplines for California Survey Proposition 8  Page 17 

Please listen to the following views about same sex marriage: Same sex marriage should NOT be law if 
priests, ministers, and other clergy who believe the Bible allows for marriage only between a man and a 
woman will not be able to legally marry these couples in their place of worship without risk of lawsuits or 
loss of their tax-exempt status. Same sex marriage SHOULD become law, so gay and lesbian couples may 
have the same rights as other couples through marriage. Do you believe same sex marriage should not be 
law or should be law? 

 

49% 43% 8%

46% 41% 13%

24% 68% 8%

80% 12% 9%

48% 48% 4%

78% 16% 6%

17% 76% 7%

31% 37% 32%

13% 82% 5%

73% 15% 12%

87% 10% 3%

46% 49% 5%

54% 36% 10%

43% 48% 9%

55% 40% 5%

51% 43% 6%

46% 46% 8%

52% 41% 7%

51% 42% 6%

48% 41% 11%

39% 55% 6%

30% 64% 6%

49% 47% 4%

52% 39% 9%

61% 31% 8%

41% 54% 5%

56% 36% 8%

32% 63% 4%

61% 32% 8%

50% 44% 6%

53% 39% 8%

58% 34% 8%

39% 54% 6%

46% 46% 8%

53% 41% 6%

52% 42% 6%

46% 45% 9%

44% 52% 4%

45% 49% 7%

58% 38% 4%

53% 41% 6%

45% 50% 6%

55% 40% 6%

50% 43% 7%

48% 44% 7%

Likely California Voters

Likely Catholic Voters

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Party Identification

Yes

No

Unsure

CA Proposition 8 Limit on Marriage

Constitutional Amendment

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally marry

Gay or lesbian couples should be allowed to

legally form civil unions, but not marry

There should be no legal recognition of the

relationship between gay and lesbian couples

Which comes closest to your view:

Los Angeles County

Southern California

Bay Area

Coastal California

Central Valley

Region

Men

Women

Gender

White

Latino

Other

Race

18 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 59

60 or older

Age

Under 45

45 or older

Age

Men under age 45

Men age 45 or older

Women under age 45

Women age 45 or older

Gender by age

Married

Not married

Marital Status

Yes

No

Women in your household who work

outside the home

Not college graduate

College graduate

Education

Less than $25,000

$25,000 to just under $50,000

$50,000 to just under $75,000

$75,000 or more

Household Income

Less than $50,000

$50,000 or more

Household Income

Born in the United States

Born in another country

Were you born in the United States

or in another country?

Row %

Should not

be law

Row %

Should be

law

Row %

Unsure

Do you believe same sex marriage should

not be law or should be law?

Likely California Voters

Marist Poll California Registered Voters October 2008
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