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Plan to Celebrate Squires Month EEERUEIBERLINE
g, Highest Level

The Supreme Council is pleased to
announce and recognize the second
Columbian Squire in the Order to reach
the highest level in the Squire
Advancement Program. Fernan O.
Dealca of Gat. Blas F. Ople Circle 4863
in Calumpit, Luzon, Philippines, recent-
ly reached the top level, Squire of the
Body of Christ.

Each April, in celebration of
“Squires Month,” circles throughout
the Order conduct open houses,
membership drives, community
service projects and social events
that highlight the Squires as a leader-
ship development program. ;

But celebrating the success of the |z
Squires is not the only purpose of
“Squires Month.” Circles are

reminded to sponsor newsworthy ARG R g L Established in 2006, the Squire
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the Squires so they/ll have a better 0 Honor your father prior or Fernan’s major activity was called

_ ¢ “Ushering Servce in Holy Mass” and
understanding of who the Squires are consisted of nearly a year of service to
and what they do.

his parish through the organization of
Possible activities for “Squires his circle’s Squires to provide ushers for
Month” include:

Masses and to distribute rosaries to
O Support a local cause in your Continued on page 2. Continued on page 2.

Circle Supports Troops, Receives Recognition tor Eftorts

As many Squires know, . and support
providing support to our Circle 50_69 for those who

troops on the front-lines is an ;\\‘ b ' serve.”
* = Lt. E.
' . » Alexander is a
- !

parish priest by holding an investi-
ture ceremony and dinner in his
name. Be sure to recognize all they
do for your Church community.

Squire’s duty to his country.
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member of St.

Benedict
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Richmond, Va., often organize Catholic
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Continued on page 4.



Squires month, cont. from page 1

0 Hold a living rosary for the
innocent victims of abortion;

0 Run a vocations awareness cam-
paign for youth and young adults in
your parish;

O Roll up your sleeves and organ-
ize a clean-up project for your church;

O Recognize altar servers with a
special event;

0 Visit a senior citizen center;

O Hold a concert, puppet show or
similar event for children with disabil-
ities;

0 Sponsor a drug and alcohol
abuse seminar and invite guest speak-
ers;

O Run an open house for your
members’ friends, schoolmates, CCD
class members and other qualified
prospects;

O Organize and serve a commun-
ion breakfast for prospects, family
members, counselors, Knights, clergy
members and civic leaders;

O Honor the Knights who act as
counselors to your circle with a spe-
cial appreciation dinner or activity.

Tips on Becoming a Shield Bearer

To reach the level of

yet, find out if your circle

Shield Bearer, the second
level in the Squire
Advancement Program, a
Squire must regularly
attend meetings and activi-
ties for at least six months.
The Squire must also com-

can march in the parade.

O Be sure all Squires are
encouraged to attend
investiture ceremonies. Not
only will this build unity
and familiarity, it will fill
one requirement in the

plete 24 achievements,
with a minimum of four in each cate-
gory (home and family, Squires and
Knights, community and country, and
Church).

To help all Squires advance
through the levels, circle officers and
counselors should put programming,
events and activities that fulfill the
required achievements on their calen-
dars. Some suggestions for Shield
Bearer level include:

O For circles in the U.S., have
Squires take turns leading the Pledge of
Allegiance at the start of a meeting.
This will give each Squire who leads
one achievement in the communi-
ty/country category.

0 Include attendance at a local
parade in your circle’s calendar. Better

* Squires/Knights category.

O As a circle, attend a local, coun-
ty, state/provincial or national govern-
ment meeting to see how it is run.

O Ask your pastor to take your cir-
cle on a guided tour of the recto-
ry/parish office and of the church
itself, to learn about the functions and
purpose of each area. This activity will
fulfill two achievements in the Church
category.

0 Attend Mass as a circle and sit
together in the pews.

Planning these simple activities
will get your fellow Squires seven steps
closer to completing their goal of
reaching the Shield Bearer level. For
more information, visit
www.kofc.org/squires.

Second Squire, cont. from page 1

those who needed them. His sponsoring
assembly, Sen. Blas F. Ople Assembly
3033, assisted with funding to purchase
the rosaries and T-shirt uniforms for the
Squires who were ushers.

Fernan was invested as a Squire in
Circle 4154 in January 2003. He trans-

ferred membership to Circle 4863 in
September 2004, where he has served
as Chief Squire for three terms.

Fernan became a First Degree
Knight in August, and became a Second
Degree Knight in Council 10582 in
September. He is now a counselor to
the Squires in Circle 4863.

A special “Squire of the Body of
Christ” name badge and certificate
signed by Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson has been created with
Fernan’s name on it, and these were
presented by Chief Counselor SK
Rodolfo Y. Manumbas at a special cir-
cle ceremony.

TOP JURISDICTION CIRCLES




To help prevent spread of dengue, Squires from
Immaculate Conception Circle 1704 in Balayan, Luzon,
cleaned the grounds of their parish and other places known
or suspected to be lairs of mosquitoes that carry the disease.

Squires from J. Theodore Moses Circle 2411 in N.
Tonawanda, N.Y., held an Easter egg hunt for community
children ages 1 through 10. They held the event on Palm
Sunday on the grounds of their sponsoring council,
Madonna Council 2535. In addition to hosting the egg
hunt, attended by more than 75 children, the Squires spon-
sored a coloring contest and food drive, collecting six boxes
and five bags of donations for their local food bank. Squires
spent 67 hours organizing and running the event, including
soliciting candy donations and filling the plastic eggs. The
event received some publicity in the local Tonawanda
newspaper and in the parish bulletins, but the Squires were
especially pleased to see the smiling faces of the egg-
hunters.

Fr. William Brooks Circle 2158 in Nederland, Texas,
partnered with Boy Scout Troop 232 to participate in "Mid-
County Kindness," which helped victims in nearby Bridge
City, Texas, with cleanup after Hurricane Ike. The event
took place in October, and was part of a big tri-community
effort. People and organizations from Nederland, Port-
Neches, and Groves helped make the event possible.

Work involved yard clean up, tearing out sheetrock
from flooded homes, and hauling debris to the roadside for
pickup. More than 100 hours of service were volunteered
by the Squires, Scouts and their families.

The Squires from Circle 3767 in Meycauayan, Bulacan,
Luzon, Philippines, conducted a "Drug Awareness
Seminar" for all Circle members, held at St. Francis of
Assisi multipurpose hall in November. Sixty-three mem-
bers participated in this project plus Knights from the
sponsoring council, including Grand Knight Fernando
Galsim, Rev. Fr. Nap Baltazar, and the chancellor, youth
director, recorder, program director and all the circle's
counselors and officers headed by Chief Squire Ryan
Evangelista. A Bible study directed by their sponsoring
Knights followed the seminar. Father Prior Rev. Fr. Nap
Baltazar encouraged the Squires to read the Bible daily.

Circle 3767 regularly distributes Knights of
Columbus rosaries and the Catholic Information Service
(CIS) leaflet on how to pray the rosary to indigent chil-
dren in their community.

Squires from Vergin De La Paz Circle 5155 in
Visayas, Philippines, celebrated Squires Month with a
“Leaders of Today, Leaders of Tomorrow” orientation and
investiture ceremony. More than 25 Squires attended and
learned about Fr. McGivney, the origins of the Squires
program and its purpose, and about the Squires emblem.
Additionally, speakers discussed the Ten
Commandments, the Seven Sacraments and the moral
values of being a good citizen. The four-hour program fin-
ished with nine new Squires welcomed into the circle.

iPod Incentive Winners

Congratulations to Jacob Terlaje of St. Peter/St. Paul
Circle 5006 in Mangilao, Guam, and Randy C. Canal of
Christ the King Circle 4114 in Simmesport, La. for win-
ning the fourth quarter drawing for iPods. Each of the
iPods has a 2.5 inch screen and an 80 gigabyte capacity
that holds up to 20,000 songs/25,000 photos/100 hours of
video. Squires were entered into the drawing when they
recruited another Squire into their circle and they were
listed as the proposer on that Squire’s membership form.




Squires Month Publicity

To highlight Squires Month, issue
a press release on the events planned
by your circle. Print the release dou-
ble-spaced and provide all the perti-
nent information. Supply the name,
telephone number, and e-mail address
of your circle’s contact person in case
the newspaper needs more informa-
tion. Forward your release to local and
diocesan newspapers, your school
newspaper, the parish bulletin, local
radio or television stations or any out-
lets you think may have an interest in
printing or airing your story. See the
Knights of Columbus Getting Your
Message Across booklet (#2235) for
more information on publicity or visit
www.kofc.org/service and click on the
“council” section and choose “public
relations and publicity.”

DATES TO REMEMBER

March April
Vocations Month | Squires Month
Tues., March 17 Sun., April 5
St. Patrick’s Day Palm Sunday
Sat., March 21 Thurs., April 9
Birth of Benito Holy Thursday
Juarez (Mex.)

Fri., April 10
Wed., March 25 Good Friday
Annunciation of
the Lord; Sun., April 12
Day of the Easter
Unborn Child

Sun., April 19
Sun., March 29 Divine Mercy
Founder’s Day Sunday
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Corps d’Elite Award Requirements

Circles can attain recognition
from the Supreme Council by earning
the Corps d’Elite Award and/or the
Brother Barnabas Award.

The Corps d’Elite Award recog-
nizes circles that achieve a high level
of all-around excellence. All circles
can earn the award by following
these steps:

1. Submit the “Officers,
Chairmen and Counselor’s Report”
(#468)

2. Use the Corps d’Elite Award
Application (#278) to report at least
four (4) major involvement activities
conducted in each of the following
areas of the Squires program: spiritu-
al, service, circle and membership.

3. Pay the July 1 per capita tax

Fraternal Survey Past Due

The deadline for returning the 2008
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity
(#1728C) was Jan. 31, 2009. Chief
Squires who have not submitted this
important document, should do so
immediately. Form #1728C can be found
online at www.kofc.org/squires, or in
the Circle Report Forms Booklet (#401),

The chief Squire and bursar should
complete and submit the survey form by
fax to 203-752-4108, by mail to the
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council
Office, Department of Fraternal
Services, 1 Columbus Plaza, New
Haven, CT 06510-3326 or file on-line at
www.kofc.org/un/officers/forms/
circle/1728C.cfm.

on or before Oct. 10. Pay the Jan. 1 per
capita tax on or before April 10.

4. Complete and return the
“Annual Survey of Fraternal
Activity” (#1728C) to the Supreme
Council office by Jan. 31.

5. Achieve a net gain of at least
two (2) members by June 30.

To obtain an application form,
please visit the Circle forms section
of kofc.org/squires. The form can be
submitted electronically, or printed
and mailed to Columbian Squires, 1
Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT
06510-3326.

For information on the Brother
Barnabas Award, go to
www.kofc.org/squires.

Circle 5069, cont. from page 1

overflowing.”

A similar effort using large plas-
tic bins was used at the school.
Notices were regularly placed in the
school newspaper. Students, parents
and faculty all contributed to the
successful drive.

“We had to have several sessions
at the end of the drive where
Squires, counselors, and parents
boxed the items and then shipped
them to Lt. Alexander who was sta-
tioned overseas,” said Beirne. “A
wide variety of items were collected
ranging from magazines and DVDs
to toiletries and personal grooming
items. Our Knight assured us the
items were well received!”




