Everyday Martyrdom
For most Catholics in the Western world today, the word “martyr,” in reference to the Christian faith, no doubt evokes the martyrs of the ancient Church, from St. Stephen to St. Agnes. For some, it may also call to mind someone like St. Thomas More, the patron of statesmen and lawyers who was beheaded in 1535. However, it probably comes as a surprise that more Christians are killed for their faith today than in the early centuries of Christianity (see page 8). Recent decades have seen the beatification or canonization of hundreds of 19th- and 20th-century martyrs from places like China, Korea, Mexico, Uganda, Ukraine and Vietnam. And the list continues to expand.
In light of the risks that Christian minorities continue to face across the globe, Jesus’ words to his disciples take on great significance: “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit” (Jn 12:24). The witness of faith in the face of suffering is powerful, for it inspires new and deeper faith in others. In fact, the Greek word “martyr” literally means “witness.” It is no wonder that the strongest faith and the greatest saints often spring from places of persecution. As Tertullian, the third-century Church father, famously said, “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”
During the first year of his pontificate, Pope Francis reflected on the Church’s martyrs on several occasions. In an Angelus address last June, he said that by confessing the faith or defending the truth, martyrs demonstrate the paradox of Christ’s admonition: “Whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it” (Lk 9:24). The pope added, “There is also a daily martyrdom, which may not entail death but is still a ‘loss of life’ for Christ, by doing one’s duty with love, according to the logic of Jesus, the logic of gift, of sacrifice.”
Specifically, Pope Francis cited mothers and fathers who “put their faith into practice by offering up their own lives in a concrete way for the good of the family.” This everyday witness of love and fidelity amid marriage and family life is especially important, for as Blessed John Paul II said, “The future of the world and of the Church passes through the family” (see page 3; cf. Familiaris Consortio, 75). The growing tide of secularism and the breakdown of the family go hand in hand. Although the lives of Christians in the West may not be in immediate danger, as in other places in the world, people of faith increasingly face threats to religious liberty and conscience rights. And it is no coincidence that many of these disputes center precisely on what constitutes “the good of the family.”
In response, the Knights of Columbus remains committed to strengthening family life, practicing charity and growing in Christian witness. As we observe the season of Lent and reflect on the sacrifice of our Lord, we do well to consider how we can take up our own crosses and exercise the “daily martyrdom” to which we are called (cf. Lk 9:23).
Alton J. Pelowski, Editor
Featured Book: The Global War on Christians
In his new book, veteran Vatican journalist John L. Allen Jr. provides an eye-opening account of the most dramatic — and largely unreported — religion story of our time (see interview on page 8). Through numerous compelling stories of 21st-century martyrs, The Global War on Christians: Dispatches from the Front Lines of Anti-Christian Persecution (Image, 2013) explains how Christians have become the most persecuted religious group in the world today.
‘Introducing Love into Love’
The renewal of Christian family life is fostered by the recognition that human love and dignity are rooted in God
by Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson
On April 27, the Church will celebrate the canonization of Blessed John Paul II. This will be an occasion of joy for the Knights of Columbus, since no pope has been closer to the Order. During John Paul II’s pontificate, which lasted more than 26 years, we had the privilege of working with him on many important projects, including the restoration of the façade of St. Peter’s Basilica. We also worked closely with him in promoting marriage, family and the culture of life through our sponsorship of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family. And because the Knights brought a campus of the institute to Washington, D.C., in 1988, there are now centers of the institute in Australia, Mexico, Brazil, Spain, Benin and India.
In his 1994 Letter to Families, Pope John Paul II wrote that among the paths for the Church, “the family is the first and most important” (2). John Paul II’s commitment to family ministry was a central part of his vocation throughout his priestly life.
Thirty-five years before he wrote the Letter to Families, he lectured at the Catholic University of Lublin in Poland on how to integrate Catholic doctrine into the lives of young married couples. He saw that Catholic moral teaching was too often perceived as negative. Years before the Second Vatican Council, he wrote that the Church’s role is not merely to “command or forbid,” but also to “explain” and “justify,” for Catholic morality rests “on a firm basis” that is positive.
John Paul II devoted his priestly ministry to helping married couples fulfill their responsibility of what he described as “introducing love into love.” By that he meant that the love between husband and wife should be incorporated into the Father’s love revealed to us in his Son, Jesus Christ.
This way of thinking about marriage had an important place in the work of the 1980 Synod of Bishops on the Family. It was also the foundation of John Paul II’s apostolic exhortation that followed in 1981, titled Familiaris Consortio. In this document, the pope established the firm basis on which to “introduce love into love.” He emphasized that love is the defining characteristic of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God.
The Lord called man into existence through love and “called him at the same time for love,” he wrote. “God is love and in himself he lives a mystery of personal loving communion. Creating the human race in his own image and continually keeping it in being, God inscribed in the humanity of man and woman the vocation, and thus the capacity and responsibility, of love and communion. Love is therefore the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being” (11).
Ancient philosophers defined man as a “rational animal” — the animal that thinks. Pope John Paul II challenged us to see the person as much more, as someone who is defined by love. To understand the person in this way does not undermine reason, for love and truth are inseparable. We are called to love in a way that is truly and authentically human, to love in a way that is eminently reasonable.
In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis reminds us that “the Gospel offers us the chance to live life on a higher plane” (10) but that “many of our brothers and sisters are living without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ” (49).
In this light, we recognize that the crisis affecting Christian family life today is linked to a lack of genuine friendship with Christ.
Under the leadership of Pope Francis, we are determined to face this challenge with ever-greater urgency. Founded on principles of charity and unity by a priest who, like John Paul II, dedicated his ministry to the support of Catholic families, the Order will continue working to heal our wounded culture by “introducing love into love.”
Through the intercession of Blessed John Paul II and Venerable Michael McGivney, may thousands of Knights of Columbus families continue to be witnesses of “strength, light and consolation” to our brothers and sisters throughout the world.
Vivat Jesus!
Be Present to Win
For families to flourish, fathers are called to be fully immersed in the lives of their wives and children
by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
Editor’s Note: This article is part five in a special series on men’s spirituality.
Years ago, as a seminarian, I bought tickets for a church raffle. Returning to my room, I looked at them more carefully. The fine print read: “You must be present to win.” Since I could not be present for the drawing, I threw the raffle tickets away. While I don’t think that rule is a good way to run a raffle, it is a good rule for every father. When it comes to being a father, you must be present to win.
AN ACTIVE PRESENCE
In order to see what it means “to be present” and “to win” in fatherhood, let us first examine how fathers can be absent. Even when they are not counted among the staggering statistics of fatherless homes, fathers can be physically absent — either too preoccupied with work or too devoted to leisure activities. Second, they can be emotionally absent from their wives and children. If dad comes home from work only to fall asleep every night on the couch in front of the television, he’s not really present to his family. A third way fathers can be absent is by being uninterested in their children’s lives — their ups and downs at school, their questions and struggles, even their achievements. Fathers also sometimes neglect their families by leaving responsibilities such as household chores and family discipline to their wives.
When fathers are absent, what do they lose? Often they lose the affection of their wives and children, and they deprive themselves of the great joy and challenge of being involved in their children’s growth and development. As a result, they also lose a sense of their identity and self-worth. All too often, absent fathers hasten the breakup of their marriages and lose custody of their children. And what do children lose? Deprived of the fatherly presence that they so deeply need and desire, children can become wounded and conflicted. In the end, the whole family loses when dad is absent.
Let us focus instead on what it means for a father to be present to his family. As we’ve seen, a father must be more than physically present — but physical presence is a good place to start. It’s important for mom, dad and the kids to spend time at home. It’s often the case that parents and children are so overscheduled that they are like ships passing in the night; they live in the same house almost as strangers.
One of the best things a family can do is eat dinner together. A father must also be engaged with his wife and children, expressing interest in their activities and ready to discuss matters of importance. I remember how my own dad used to help me with math and how much that meant to me. Dads should also take an active interest in their children’s extracurricular activities by going to their sports events, school plays and musical performances.
Together with his wife, a father should be involved in the religious formation of his children. This means more than just dropping off the children at religious education classes. Religious education does not “take” unless parents actively demonstrate their own faith. And in a time when many fathers are absent from Sunday Mass, it is especially powerful when a dad really helps his children to know the Lord and love the faith of the Church. The witness of both mom and dad praying and practicing the faith every day is essential for evangelizing and catechizing their children.
WINNING FATHERHOOD
When a father is present to his family, he is more likely than not to “win” the affection of his wife and children. But like everything else in life, winning is not always easy. Family members often clash over things big and small, while rivalries and jealousies are not uncommon. Sons and daughters sometimes chafe at wise rules set by loving parents. The temptation can be strong to run away and say, “I work hard every day — I don’t need this!”
But this gets us to the heart of the matter. Winning the affection and love of one’s family is not a mere strategy for making life at home more pleasant. No, the image of winning portrayed in the Gospel is that of self-giving. When you add up all the ways a father can and should be present to his family, they amount to more than just offering time and energy. Winning at fatherhood really means the willingness to give of yourself day in and day out — becoming a real presence and a true gift to your wife and loved ones.
Self-giving, in fact, is at the heart of every vocation. Our faith hinges on Christ’s gift of self on the cross. In baptism, we are called to become like Christ and are given the grace to make our lives an offering of love to God and others. Husbands and wives give themselves totally to each other in the sacrament of marriage, opening themselves to the beauty of new life, the gift of children. By consciously and continually giving oneself each day to Christ, to the Church and to one’s family, parents find the path to wisdom in raising their children in truth and love. It’s impossible for parents to protect their children from all harm or even from choosing wrong paths in life. Patient and persistent self-giving love is the only thing that ultimately prevails. Fathers, you really must be present to win!
Offered in Solidarity with Pope Francis
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General: That all cultures may respect the rights and dignity of women.
Mission: That many young people may accept the Lord’s invitation to consecrate their lives to proclaiming the Gospel.
John McKniff, O.S.A. (1905-1994)
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John Joseph McKniff was born Sept. 5, 1905, in Media, Pa. He entered the Augustinian Order and was ordained in 1930. After teaching at Villanova and in New York, Father McKniff volunteered to serve in the Philippines. While there, a chemical accident damaged his lungs, and doctors advised him to return to United States, suspecting the onset of tuberculosis.
In 1939, Father McKniff was sent to Cuba. After teaching for two years, he was named pastor of a parish in Old Havana, where his missionary zeal blossomed. He organized many Legion of Mary and Young Catholic Worker groups and established a free school for poor children.
After the failed Bay of Pigs Invasion in 1961, Fidel Castro ordered all foreign priests out of Cuba. As Father McKniff was preparing to leave, Bishop Silvio Oddi, a Vatican diplomat, called him on the phone. Father McKniff later recounted their conversation: “I’ve heard you are leaving Cuba. Why?” asked Bishop Oddi. “Orders of the Provincial,” replied Father McKniff. “Are you willing to stay in Cuba?” “Yes.” “Then in the name of the Holy See, stay in Cuba.”
Though Father McKniff endured threats and imprisonment, his popular esteem allowed him to remain in the country. After seven years, parishioners persuaded him to visit his family in the United States. But at the end of his stay, the Cuban government barred his return.
In 1972, Father McKniff requested a new mission assignment in northern Peru. Fond of walking the streets in a sombrero, he evangelized the poor and organized lay apostolates. By 1993 he began to suffer from arthritis and reluctantly returned to the United States. While traveling back to Peru he collapsed in Miami and died there March 24, 1994. His cause for canonization was opened in 2000.
Denver Broncos Help Distribute Coats Before Super Bowl
Knights of Columbus leaders, coaches and players of the Denver Broncos and others are pictured with students of Sacred Heart School in Jersey City, N.J., Jan. 28, during a Coats for Kids distribution preceding Super Bowl weekend.
Amid intense preparations for the Super Bowl, members of the Denver Broncos took time Jan. 28 to team up with the Knights of Columbus to distribute warm winter coats to underprivileged children at a school in Jersey City, N.J.
During a period of record cold, Knights and Broncos players passed out coats through the Order’s Coats for Kids program to students at Sacred Heart School, the vast majority of whom are from low-income households. Catholic Athletes for Christ and the Jack and Linda Del Rio Foundation also supported the event.
The event held special significance for Broncos defensive end Robert Ayers, who attended the grade school as a child.
“To give back and help one child be warm … means a lot to me and it means a lot to a lot of the families,” said Ayers. “It’s really hard to explain the feeling … to come back and see this is where it all started for me.”
In addition, other Broncos players and coaches attended, including Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio and his wife, Linda, running back Knowshon Moreno, safety Mike Adams, defensive tackle Terrance Knighton, Defensive Line Coach Jay Rodgers, and Assistant Secondary Coach Sam Garnes. Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson also attended, along with retired Mets All-Star catcher Mike Piazza and Ray McKenna, president of Catholic Athletes for Christ.
“We are grateful to Jack and Linda Del Rio, and to the other Broncos players and coaches who had taken time out of their busy schedule to assist us in helping local children during this cold winter,” said Supreme Knight Anderson.
Since 2009, the Coats for Kids program has provided more than 170,000 new coats to needy children across the United States and Canada. The Knights and the Broncos previously joined forces in October 2013 to distribute coats on a snowy day in Denver.
Order’s Top-Rated Insurance Achieves 13th Consecutive Year of Growth
Knights of Columbus Insurance closed out 2013 with its 13th consecutive year of sales growth, continuing the Order’s 89 percent rise in business since 2003.
Last year, the Order sold nearly $8.2 billion in life insurance, bringing the total amount of new insurance sold over the last 10 years to $72 billion. Despite the slow economic recovery following 2008’s “Great Recession,” the Order has maintained an annual growth rate in new policies of 4.6 percent and issued nearly 93,000 new contracts in 2013.
“In 132 years of operation, the Knights of Columbus has helped meet the spiritual and financial needs of Catholic families while also serving the community through charitable works,” said Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson.
Anderson went on to explain that the streak of record-breaking insurance sales enables the Order to help “its members protect their families while simultaneously enabling the Knights to support those most in need and the many works of the Catholic Church.”
This is the 38th consecutive year that the Knights of Columbus has earned an A++ (Superior) rating from A.M. Best Company for its financial stability, and there is no more highly rated life insurance company in North America.
To find a K of C agent near you, visit kofc.org/findagent.
Knights March for Life, Poll Supports Abortion Restrictions
College Knights carry a Knights of Columbus banner along Constitution Ave. in Washington, D.C. Thousands of Knights and their families were among those who participated in annual March for Life Jan. 22.
A new Marist poll conducted Dec. 10-15 in partnership with the Knights of Columbus has found that opposition is mounting against the prevalence of abortion in the United States.
The poll found that 84 percent of Americans would limit abortion to the first three months of pregnancy. This statistic includes strongly pro-choice Americans, 58 percent of whom would support such regulations. The poll also found that 74 percent of Americans favor a ban on abortion after 20 weeks except to save the life of the mother; 53 percent believe that life begins at conception; and more than 60 percent think that abortion is morally wrong.
“Four decades after Roe v. Wade, abortion remains at odds with the conscience and common sense of the American people,” said Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson. “The American people understand that abortion is bad for everyone, and even those who strongly support abortion want it reduced significantly, so it is time that our lawmakers and our courts reflected this reality.”
A little more than a month after the poll was conducted, the annual March for Life was held in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 22, the 41st anniversary of Roe v. Wade. Despite a snowstorm and bitterly cold weather, many tens of thousands gathered to demonstrate their commitment to the sanctity of life. The annual march has inspired dozens of other pro-life events around the country, including Walk for Life West Coast.
Among the many events taking place in Washington preceding the march was the annual Cardinal O’Connor Conference on Life at Georgetown University. The event, which draws hundreds of students from across the country and features keynote speakers and breakout sessions, is planned and organized in part by Georgetown University Council 6375.
Three Knights Among New Cardinals
Three of the names on the list of Pope Francis’ newly elevated cardinals also appear on the membership rolls of the Knights of Columbus.
On Feb. 22, three Knights became cardinals during the first consistory of Pope Francis’ pontificate. Cardinal Leopoldo José Brenes Solórzano of Managua, Nicaragua, is a member of John W. Adamson Council 5972 in Miami. Cardinal Orlando Beltran Quevedo, archbishop of Cotabato City, Philippines, is a 30-year member of the Knights and belongs to Our Lady Mediatrix of All Graces Council 5351 in Kidapawan City. Cardinal Gérald Cyprien Lacroix, archbishop of Québec, joined the Order in 2003 and is a member of Charlesbourg Council 6289 in Québec.
Play About Father McGivney Published
The script of a play about Father McGivney that was commissioned by the Supreme Council has recently been published. Written by Dominican Father Peter John Cameron, He Was Our Father presents Father McGivney in eight dramatic scenes from 19th-century Connecticut. Written for five actors taking multiple roles, the play was first performed at the 2005 Supreme Convention in Chicago and then twice the following year in New York and New Haven theaters. The title comes from a declaration of gratitude by the Order’s leaders after Father McGivney’s death in 1890.
A member of the Dramatists Guild, Father Cameron founded the Blackfriars Repertory Theatre in 1998 to continue the Dominican tradition of religious-themed dramatic productions. The book is available from Amazon in softcover and Kindle formats. Councils or other groups interested in staging the play should contact blackfriarsrep@aol.com.
Christians in the Crosshairs
An interview with leading analyst John Allen about the worldwide persecution of Christians
by Columbia staff
Residents gather at St. Joseph Chaldean Catholic cathedral Nov. 2, 2010, for the victims of the Al-Qaeda attack on the Syrian Catholic cathedral of Our Lady of Salvation during Mass Oct. 31. The attack left 58 worshippers, including two priests, dead. (Photo by Ahmad Al-Rubaye/AFP/Getty Images)
The number of Christians killed for their faith across the globe each year has risen to unprecedented levels. More Christians were killed because of their faith in the 20th century than in all previous centuries combined. Pope Francis has drawn attention to the prevalence of new martyrs. For example, in his Angelus address on June 23, 2013, he said, “Today, in many parts of the world, there are many, many … martyrs, who give up their lives for Christ, who are brought to death because they do not deny Jesus Christ. This is our Church. Today we have more martyrs than in the first centuries.”
In his book The Global War on Christians: Dispatches from the Front Lines of Anti-Christian Persecution (Image, 2013), John L. Allen Jr. examines the phenomenon of Christian persecution while giving voice to this new generation of martyrs. One of the world’s premier reporters on the Vatican and Catholicism, Allen joined the Boston Globe last month as a correspondent focusing on the Church. Columbia spoke with Allen about his book.
COLUMBIA: What is the global war on Christians, and what are some of the key statistics that demonstrate its scope?
JOHN ALLEN: The term “global war on Christians” is a way of capturing the fact that in the early 21st century we are witnessing the rise of an entire new generation of Christian martyrs, and that lethal persecution of Christians is occurring all around the world on a vast scale.
There are a variety of estimates as to how many Christians are being killed each year for reasons linked to their faith. The high estimate would be around 100,000 (that comes from Todd Johnson at the Center for the Study of Global Christianity). Baylor University sociologist Rodney Stark talks in his new book about several hundred. The high estimate tells us that there’s one Christian being killed for their faith every hour; the low estimate tells us there’s one Christian being killed for their faith every day. The reality is likely somewhere in between. But even the low-end number is staggering: one new martyr every day, every year.
Martin Lessenthin, the former chairman of the International Society for Human Rights, recently estimated that 80 percent of all acts of religious discrimination today are directed against Christians, which tells us that Christians are the world’s most persecuted religious body.
COLUMBIA: You say the global war on Christians is “the greatest story never told in the early 21st century.” Can you elaborate on this?
JOHN ALLEN: The central fact is that we have a mistaken narrative about Christianity in the West. That is, when you ask the typical European or American what comes to mind when you say “Christianity,” they think about wealth, power and social privilege. Similarly, when you say “religious persecution,” they think of the Crusades, wars of religion and the Inquisition — chapters of history where Christianity was basically the oppressor and not the oppressed. These stereotypes make it very difficult for people to wrap their minds around the idea that Christians could actually be the victims of persecution.
Such narratives just don’t do justice to who and where Christians are today. Two-thirds of the world’s 2.3 billion Christians live outside the West. They live in Latin America, in sub-Saharan African, in parts of the Middle East, in Asia, often in some fairly dangerous neighborhoods. They tend to be poor. They’re often members of ethnic, linguistic and cultural minorities, so they’re doubly or triply at risk.
The key point is that Christians are targets of convenience for people who, for whatever reason, are angry at the West. It is very difficult to launch an attack on the American consulate or the EU headquarters. But it is very easy to walk down to the local Christian church and take out your frustrations on them.
To put it into a sound bite, the typical Christian in the 21st century is not a middle-class white guy pulling up to church in his Lincoln Continental. It is a poor mother of four or five in places like Bangladesh and Belize who quite often is getting her teeth kicked in because she’s a Christian. That’s the new narrative about Christianity that we have to get out.
COLUMBIA: Individual Christians are at risk in 139 countries — three quarters of the nations on earth. You write that in Iraq, for instance, “Christians have become an endangered species.” In what countries are individual Christians and Christian communities most at risk today?
JOHN ALLEN: One way of answering that question would be to say North Korea, which has the dubious distinction every year of finishing in runaway first place for the greatest persecutor of Christians. It operates a network of concentration camps for religions minorities. The estimates are upwards of 50,000-100,000 Christians languishing in these camps.
But if you want to know where whole Christian communities are at greatest risk right now, I would say Syria and Egypt. These are both places where an old-style police state has either fallen or is in the process of disintegrating. The danger is that a rising tide of Islamic radicalism could prevail, making Christians into targets. Today the Christian leadership both of Syria and Egypt is terrified that they’re going to be the next Iraq — a place where a once-thriving Christian community in the Middle East finds itself in social chaos, where they’re wearing bull’s-eyes on their backs, and where the natural response of a huge chunk of the Christian population is to get out.
COLUMBIA: Part II of your book unmasks five myths about the global war, including the myth that it’s all about Islam. Please explain why it is misguided to reduce the global war to the question of Islam.
JOHN ALLEN: First of all, let’s not be naive: probably the world’s leading manufacturer of anti-Christian hatred is radical Islam. But the truth of the matter is that radical Islam could disappear from the face of the earth tomorrow, and it would not mean that Christians are safe.
Let me offer two cases in point. Every year, Fides, the Vatican missionary news agency, puts out a list of countries where Catholic pastoral workers have been killed. For the last two decades, the number one most dangerous spot on earth for Catholic pastoral workers has been Colombia, an overwhelmingly Catholic society. The danger there is posed largely by the country’s civil war and the narco-terror gangs who don’t like the Catholic pastoral workers who take a stand against the drug trade in favor of human dignity.
Meanwhile, the most violent anti-Christian pogrom anywhere in the world in the early 21st century wasn’t in a Muslim society, but rather in India. In 2008, in the state of Orissa, machete-wielding Hindu radicals hacked to death hundreds of Christians, drove tens of thousands into exile, and burned down hundreds of churches, schools and homes.
So while we certainly cannot ignore the threat posed by radical Islam, we also can’t think that it’s the only danger that Christians face.
COLUMBIA: You present a vast array of martyrs’ stories. Would you share one or two of the most significant ones?
JOHN ALLEN: I’m very fond of the story of Sister Leonella Sgorbati, a Salesian nun who was shot to death in Mogadishu, Somalia, in 2006. She was killed alongside a Muslim man and father who was her driver and friend.
At that time, Mogadishu had become a kind of killing field. All the Western institutions — NGOs, embassies, diplomats, military presence, media — had pulled out because it was simply too dangerous. But Sister Leonella was running a hospital, so she couldn’t abandon those patients, who, by the way, were overwhelmingly Muslim. Nor could she abandon the other sisters, many of them African. So Sister Sgorbati chose to stay, knowing full well that it could cost her life.
One day, predictably enough, the radicals came for her at the hospital. When they opened fire, her Muslim friend and driver attempted to shield her body with his own. He took the first couple bullets. They died together, their blood mingling on the hospital floor. Sister Leonella’s last word, attested by the nuns who witnessed the scene, was “Perdono,” which is Italian for “I forgive.”
What is marvelous about that story, aside from the incredible witness to the Gospel that it illustrates, is that it is also a tremendous counter-example to the narrative of the clash of civilizations — what some would see as the inherent conflict between Christianity and Islam. Because here was a Muslim man, a very observant practitioner of Islam, passing Jesus’ ultimate test of friendship, a willingness to lay down his life for his friend.
Christians gather outside a shelter at Raikia village in the eastern Indian state of Orissa Aug. 30, 2008, after being driven from their homes by anti-Christian violence committed by Hindu extremists. (CNS photo/Parth Sanyal, Reuters)
COLUMBIA: Citing a number of Archbishop William E. Lori’s concerns from his testimony before the House Judiciary Committee in 2012, you say that religious freedom is a signature cause that the global war on Christians is destined to “turbocharge.” How are the church-state tensions in the United States and Europe related to the global war?
JOHN ALLEN: I try to distinguish between religious freedom issues in the West and what I’m calling the global war on Christians in other parts of the world. Thank God, those of us who live in Europe and North America, although we certainly have our problems, for the most part we do not have to take our lives in our hands each time we go to church.
But the two things are obviously linked. In the West, our religious freedom issues tend to be more institutional. They are about the ability of faith-based groups to be true to their creed while also playing a vibrant public role. Obviously, the tug of war between American Christian leaders and the Obama White House over the contraceptive mandate would be a terrific symbol of that kind of tension. And I think it is a perfectly reasonable question to ask whether a society that erodes the religious freedom of institutions can be relied upon to uphold the religious freedom of individuals.
Cardinal (Francis E.) George (of Chicago) famously said that he expects to die in bed, his successor will die in prison, and his successor will die a martyr in the public square. He wanted Americans to ask if we are on a slippery slope that could end in something like Iraq, with regard to people who profess religions.
The reason I say that the global war on Christians will turbocharge our commitment to religious freedom is this: I actually think it is the right place to begin conversations about religious freedom. In other words, if you begin by talking about the contraceptive mandate, this immediately gets sucked into the politics of left versus right in America. People are often going to have irreconcilable opinions about it, and so it gets you off on the wrong foot.
However, if you start the conversation on religious freedom with what happened at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Salvation in downtown Baghdad Oct. 31, 2010 — when Islamic militants burst into the church, killed the two priests saying Mass, left 50-some other people dead, and occupied the church for four hours until the defense forces finally showed up to liberate it — then no reasonable person would call that anything other than an outrage. I think you can get overwhelming public support that the defense of those people deserves to be a towering human rights priority. If that’s where you begin the conversation, then I think it’s easier to explain why something like the contraceptive mandate is a problem.
COLUMBIA: You note that “even for people hostile to religion or to Christianity in particular, the martyrs represent Christianity at its most attractive.” How does the global war on Christians paradoxically represent a powerful missionary resource?
JOHN ALLEN: First of all, martyrdom has always been the most powerful missionary resource for the Church. The famous phrase of Tertullian, “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church,” is as true in the 21st century as it was in the third. I don’t think it’s any accident that the zones of Christianity’s most explosive growth today are often where Christians are at the greatest risk.
Martyrdom is Christianity at its best because it’s Christianity stripped of every vestige of power or privilege or institutional might — the things that are often the stumbling blocks for people in thinking about the Church. It’s about ordinary people who, when push comes to shove, are willing to pay in blood rather than part with their faith. If you sit down and listen to the stories of the martyrs, it’s impossible not to be moved by them.
One of the points I try to make in the book is that raising consciousness about the new martyrs is, in the first place, obviously good for them — we want to try to defend these people from harm. But it is also in equal measure good for us. It is a powerful, spiritual tonic, particularly in an era in which the new evangelization is supposed to be the highest priority of the Catholic Church. I can’t think of any better way to convince someone in a cynical world to take a new look at Christianity than to tell them the stories of the martyrs.
COLUMBIA: In the end, you offer eight concrete suggestions for “What’s To Be Done.” If members of the Knights of Columbus wanted to lend hands-on help in the global war, what would you recommend they do?
JOHN ALLEN: I would suggest three things. One is that we just need to raise consciousness. The Knights have the resources and ability to begin and sustain conversations in the Church. I think that if the Knights were to make this a priority — telling the stories of the new martyrs — that would be an enormous contribution.
I’ve met persecuted Christians all around the world. When you ask them, “What can we do for you?” the place they always begin, before they get to anything pragmatic, is: “Don’t forget about us.” I think if the Knights can help find ways to make it clear to those folks that we haven’t forgotten, then that would be a tremendous service.
Second, there are plenty of groups doing amazing work to express solidarity with persecuted Christians. In the Catholic world, Aid to the Church in Need and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association have been incredibly active and effective, both in delivering concrete humanitarian aid and in keeping this issue alive. So I would say do whatever you can to support these groups.
Third, the Knights play a very effective and valuable role in American political life, including on Capitol Hill and in contacts with legislators. One thing I think Knights can do is to make sure that the voices of persecuted Christians are heard in our foreign policy discussions.
Let me give you a case in point. Not so long ago, the United States was on the brink of going to war in Syria to bring down the regime of Bashar al-Assad. Everybody knows that Assad is a thug with a terrible human rights record. But if you asked Syria’s Christians, who are 10 percent of the Syrian population, they will tell you that trying to use force to bring down Assad right now is a terrible idea. They worry that the Islamic radicals will gain the upper hand and the Christians will end up like the persecuted Christians in Iraq. In other words, you have to understand that for Syria’s Christians, the choice is not between a police state and a thriving democracy. The choice is between a police state and annihilation.
The rule of thumb ought to be that before we make choices about how to deploy our influence around the world, we ought to at least hear the people who are going to bear the consequences of whatever we do or don’t do. And if the Knights can help make that happen, it would be a terrific service.
The One-Flesh Union
The law written on our hearts can help us to understand the nature of marriage
by Sherif Girgis
Thinkstock
The preparatory document for October’s Vatican synod on the family asks what vision of the human person lies behind the natural law understanding of marriage. To help us think about this issue, we might first ask what natural law is.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “The natural law, present in the heart of each man and established by reason, is universal in its precepts and its authority extends to all men” (1956). It is a participation in God’s own law, allowing us to know moral truths by reason, even while Church teaching informs our conscience and guides us along the right path.
However, natural law is not just a Christian concept. Plato and Aristotle began to develop a tradition of moral philosophy long before the birth of Jesus. They came so close to Hebrew and Christian moral insights that some early Church Fathers wondered whether Plato had received private revelations. Since then, countless Christian thinkers have drawn from Greek philosophy to develop insights on natural law, even to this day.
It is important to understand that the moral law is not meant to limit us; it guides us in the way of truth and love. Far from being arbitrary, it reflects the truth about the human person and in this way helps build communion among people who share a human nature. To break the moral law is to invite confusion and division.
In response to the synod preparatory document’s question about natural law and marriage, let’s begin with the human person. We are not spirits in bodily costumes. As persons, we are our living bodies, either male or female. For this reason, spousal love — which seeks total union with the beloved — calls for a union of bodies, as well as hearts and minds.
But what makes for bodily union? It isn’t emotion or pleasure alone — bonds of friendship can give us these. Rather, it requires bodily cooperation toward a single end. After all, you are personally “one flesh,” one body, by the fact that your own physical systems cooperate together for a single end: your life.
A “one-flesh” union is also possible between two adults in one specific way. In the marital act, a man and woman are coordinated toward a single bodily end: new life. In this way, the life-giving act becomes the love-making act — a seal of their committed union of heart and mind by a true bodily union. In fact, marriage is uniquely deepened by family life precisely because the act that makes marital love is also the kind that makes new life. This all-encompassing union, and its orientation toward bringing new human beings to maturity, requires an all-encompassing commitment that is permanent and exclusive.
So many features of marriage — its commitment to permanence and exclusivity, openness to life and unitive significance — are grounded in our bodies, as male and female. But as polls indicate, many Catholics today — and many more outside the faith — doubt that a person’s sexual embodiment as male or female matters much in marriage. They ask: Isn’t it enough that two people are in love or emotionally attached? Yet those who ask this question should themselves ask a few more.
Why should a union based on certain feelings be pledged to permanence, as opposed to lasting only as long as the feelings do? Why should marriage be a union of two, if three can share love? Why should the spouses “forsake all others,” if a sexually “open” union enhances emotional fulfillment? Why should the bond be sexual at all, if its promise lies in emotional satisfactions? Answers to these questions may reveal more support for traditional marital norms than polls suggest. In the end, natural law shapes our thinking even when we try to deny it.
Plato and Aristotle knew that to honor marriage was to affirm the beauty and goodness of embodied love and new human life. We also know that honoring the natural law of marriage can lead us, by grace, to supernatural life, where all are made one body, one spirit in Christ.
SHERIF GIRGIS, a law student at Yale and doctoral student in philosophy at Princeton, is coauthor of What Is Marriage? Man and Woman: A Defense (Encounter Books).
The Embodiment of Charity
Knights volunteer to be living organ donors to save the lives of others
by Mike Latona
Father Alfred Cioffi of Miami (Fla.) Council 1726 visits with his former parishioner, Margarita Chavez. Father Cioffi donated one of his kidneys to Chavez in 2007. (Photo by Larry Gatz)
It wasn’t enough for Father Alfred Cioffi, a nationally renowned bioethicist, to advocate for organ donation. In 2007, he put his words into action by donating a kidney to Margarita Chavez, a friend and former parishioner.
“If I’m going to talk, I have to be prepared to walk the talk,” explained Father Cioffi, who serves as chaplain of Miami Council 1726.
Similarly, it mattered little to Jerry Wheeler that he had known Kim Simpson for only a couple of years when he volunteered — immediately — to donate a kidney upon hearing Simpson say at a council meeting that he required a transplant.
“He was a Knight, and he was in need,” said Wheeler, of St. Thomas Council 11253 in Tukwila, Wash.
Finally, it was no issue for Michael Stapleton that he would face months of recovery by donating part of his liver to his cousin, Keith Davison.
“The big reason I did it is Jesus’ saying, ‘If you did it for someone else, you did it for me,’” said Stapleton, who, along with Davison is a member of St. Louis IX Council 3335 in Gallipolis, Ohio.
Father Cioffi, Wheeler and Stapleton are linked not only as Knights but also as living organ donors who performed these life-saving acts voluntarily. Their stories reflect a remarkable dedication to charity, the first principle of the Knights of Columbus.
Keith W. Davison (left) is pictured with his cousin Michael P. Stapleton, who donated part of his liver to Davison in October 2013. Both men are members of St. Louis IX Council 3335 in Gallipolis, Ohio. (Photo by Emily Ferguson)
OFF THE WAITING LIST
Father Cioffi said he doesn’t seek accolades for his deed but simply hopes his example will inspire others toward organ donation, which the Church approves of and encourages under appropriate conditions.
“There’s a sense of urgency,” Father Cioffi said. “Right now in the United State alone, there are about 100,000 people waiting for a kidney, and about 15 of those patients die every day.”
Kidneys are paired organs, and a living donor can function normally with a single kidney. It was Father Cioffi himself who ended the wait for Chavez, a parishioner during his time as pastor of St. Kevin Church in Miami from 1995-2000. Chavez, a diabetic, had suffered a stroke as a teenager and received two previous kidney transplants, as well as a pancreas transplant, during adulthood. Despite her health issues, she had remained highly active in parish activities.
“She was a source of inspiration, dynamic and energetic. She could run circles around me,” laughed Father Cioffi, 61, a native of Cuba who currently teaches biology and bioethics at St. Thomas University in Miami.
However, Chavez nearly died of pneumonia and acute renal failure in early 2007. A few months later, Father Cioffi approached her and offered to donate one of his kidneys, even though he was then stationed in Philadelphia with the National Catholic Bioethics Center.
“My reaction was, ‘No way. I cannot take your kidney. You are so important a person,’” said Chavez, 54. After a few months, with reassurance from Father Cioffi, Chavez finally agreed to accept the offer. The transplant took place in October 2007 in Miami.
That same year in Washington, Wheeler proposed a similar idea to Simpson who, like Chavez, had endured years of dialysis treatment. Wheeler quickly made the offer after overhearing Simpson mention his plight.
“He was, like, in shock,” recalled Wheeler, 69.
“You got that right,” added Simpson, 59.
Wheeler said an X-ray taken in the 1960s had seemingly indicated he had three kidneys, so he figured there was an extra to spare. “I said, ‘I have three, and if I can give you one I’ll be normal,’” he chuckled.
But while gaining medical clearance for the procedure, Wheeler discovered he had only two kidneys. Still, he continued with plans for the donation. The transplant was performed in November 2008 in Seattle.
Whereas Wheeler made his initial pitch to Simpson during a Knights of Columbus meeting, it was at a council breakfast in Ohio that Stapleton first offered a portion of his liver to Davison, 43.
“He teared up,” said Stapleton, 22. “I didn’t want to see his daughter grow up without a dad, especially knowing that I could have helped save her father’s life,” he added.
The cousins said that they previously hadn’t been close, mainly due to an age gap of more than 20 years. But during a family reunion last summer, Stapleton learned many details from Davison about his 17-year bout with liver disease and the four years he had already spent on a waiting list for a transplant. Stapleton then did some research on liver transplants and opted to step forward for Davison.
Stapleton, who also had to give up his gall bladder, donated 60 percent of his liver Oct. 8, 2013, at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center in what turned out to be a life-saving procedure.
“On the day of surgery, the surgeon told my wife my liver was only functioning at about 5 percent and I would have had less than a year to live,” said Davison.
Kim R. Simpson (left) and Jerry T. Wheeler, members of St. Thomas Council 11253 in Tukwila, Wash., are pictured in December 2008. Wheeler donated a kidney to Simpson earlier that year. (Photo by photobymike.com/courtesy of the Catholic NW Progress)
RESTORED TO HEALTH
The only initial requirements for a living organ donor are good health and sharing the potential recipient’s blood type. From there, “several organs can be donated without significant harm to the donor: a kidney, a lobe of the lung, a lobe of the liver, pancreatic cells,” Father Cioffi said.
He further noted that the average duration of a transplanted kidney from a living donation is 15 to 16 years — about twice as long as the average for a cadaveric kidney.
Should a match for a living donation emerge, there’s still no guarantee that a transplant will turn out favorably — but thus far, it’s been a success for Chavez, Simpson and Davison.
More than six years after receiving Father Cioffi’s kidney, Chavez said she feels great — “very active, actually fantastic.” She remains in touch with Father Cioffi, who has earned her eternal gratitude.
“He does everything for everybody. I’m sure if you had needed a kidney, he would be there too,” Chavez said, adding that God’s providence guided the whole process: “God was the one who brought Father Cioffi to me.”
Simpson also uses the term “fantastic” when describing his own general health in the five-plus years since receiving Wheeler’s kidney. He added that he and his donor talk at least once a week on the phone.
“If it wasn’t for the Knights, I would not know Jerry,” said Simpson, who became Catholic in 1987.
Recovery time for kidney transplants is typically four to eight weeks for the recipient and half that long for the donor. Liver-transplant recoveries are lengthier; Davison’s projected recovery time was six months and Stapleton’s was three. Over those spans, Stapleton’s remaining liver and Davison’s transplanted one were expected to grow to almost full size.
Stapleton and Davison said their recoveries have progressed steadily, with Stapleton even managing to attend the March for Life Jan. 22 in Washington, D.C.
“I’m 100 percent pro-life. If we can do something that’s OK with the Church to help life, then we should do it,” Stapleton said.
“It’s still a weird feeling to feel good,” noted Davison, whose improved health has come about after many years of praying to St. Michael for a healing miracle. This prayer, he said, was clearly answered.
“I want you to take a look at the name of the person who saved my life,” Davison said. “It still chokes me up, thinking about it. I’ll forever appreciate what Michael did for me and our family.”
MIKE LATONA writes for the Catholic Courier, newspaper of the diocese of Rochester, N.Y.
Organ Donation and Catholic Teaching
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that living organ donation is permitted “if the physical and psychological dangers and risks to the donor are proportionate to the good sought for the recipient.” Moreover, “Organ donation after death (cadaveric donation) is a noble and meritorious act” (2296).
According to Father Alfred Cioffi, who holds doctorates in bioethics and biology, the physical risk for donors has plummeted due to major medical advances in recent decades. In most cases, living donors can engage in organ donation with a clear conscience.
Additional ethical concerns arise with non-living donations. Father Cioffi noted that the Catholic Church allows for post-mortem organ donation only in the case of “total brain death,” which is defined as the complete and irreversible cessation of all brain function. This can be determined, Father Cioffi said, “by competent doctors in the field.”
Other documents supporting the donation of organs, when ethical considerations have been observed, include Blessed John Paul II’s 1995 encyclical Evangelium Vitae (86), and the U.S. bishops’ Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services (30).
The Knights of Columbus sponsors a biennial workshop for bishops led by the National Catholic Bioethics Center to address this and other bioethical issues. The most recent workshop was held in February 2013 in Dallas. – Mike Latona
Bringing the Gospel to Life
The first major motion picture about the life of Christ in more than 10 years, Son of God introduces audiences to Jesus and his saving mission
by Kris Dmytrenko
Producer Mark Burnett and actors Darwin Shaw and Diogo Morgado are pictured on the set of Son of God. (Photo: Joe Alblas/© 2013 LightWorkers Media Inc. and Hearst Productions Inc.)
Jesus wades waist-deep into the Sea of Galilee and boldly invites himself into the anchored fishing boat of an incredulous Simon Peter: “Peter, just give me an hour, and I will give you a whole new life.”
Jesus’ invitation summarizes the missionary aim of the new major motion picture, Son of God. According to husband-and-wife producers Mark Burnett and Roma Downey, the audience is offered the same opportunity as Simon Peter when they sit down to watch the film.
“Jesus, through the movie, can give you a whole new life,” said Burnett.
In the film, Jesus pledges to Simon Peter that, together, they will “change the world.” Likewise, Burnett intends Son of God, which opened in theaters Feb. 28, to make a global impact.
AN AMBITIOUS PROJECT
The fact that Downey is religious will surprise no one. For nine seasons, she starred on the hit CBS show Touched by An Angel. Although the series ended more than a decade ago, some fans still address Downey as “Monica,” the angelic protagonist. Raised Catholic, the Irish actress was educated by religious sisters. Her brother is a priest.
Burnett, on the other hand, is best known as the executive producer of Survivor — the Machiavellian reality series that changed the TV landscape — along with Celebrity Apprentice, The Voice and Shark Tank.
In 2013, the Hollywood power couple used their mainstream experience to create the 10-part miniseries The Bible. Burnett had lofty ambitions for the series. During an early publicity tour, he raised eyebrows by predicting that, in time, viewership of The Bible would exceed all of his other work.
If there were skeptics, they were silenced in March 2013, when The Bible debuted to 13.1 million viewers on the History channel. The series went on to garner some of the best cable ratings of 2013, as well as three Emmy nominations.
“It’s a Holy Spirit thing. We just kept feeling we’re supposed to be doing this,” said Burnett. “So, it’s not about us at all. It came out better than we ever thought we were capable of making it.”
Since Jesus was featured prominently in five of the 10 episodes, there were enough additional scenes to merit re-editing the series into a two-hour feature film focused on the Gospels. The theatrical release of Son of God coincides with the 10-year anniversary — almost to the day — of the last major film about Jesus, The Passion of the Christ.
While comparisons to Mel Gibson’s controversial classic are inevitable, the new movie differs from its precursor in significant ways. For one, the characters in The Passion of the Christ spoke only in Aramaic, Hebrew and Latin. By contrast, Son of God employs dialogue in modern English, sometimes adapting Scripture into more familiar phrasing.
Moreover, whereas The Passion begins in the Garden of Gethsemane and focuses primarily on Jesus’ suffering, the narrative of Son of God extends from the Nativity through the Ascension.
Because of the movie’s scope, the filmmakers sought a lead capable of portraying Jesus in moments of joy, sorrow and glory.
“We always said we were looking for an actor who could portray the lion and the lamb,” said Downey. “We were looking for an actor who had a strong presence, and at the same time could bring gentleness, humility and kindness. We found that in Diogo Morgado.”
Burnett added, “He’s also Catholic. He grew up in Portugal, going to church his entire life.”
The Passion received both praise and criticism for depicting Jesus’ final hours with unflinching realism. Faced with the same challenge, Burnett and Downey sought to convey the reality of Christ’s sacrifice without overwhelming sensitive viewers. Practically speaking, they also wanted to ensure the movie was rated PG-13, since an R rating would significantly reduce the potential audience.
“We didn’t want to be gratuitous with the violent images,” Downey said. “So while you see the nail being placed on [Jesus’] hand, and the hammer being raised, we didn’t feel it was necessary that you watch the nail driving into his hand.”
A TEACHING TOOL
Some viewers may find that Son of God bears more in common with Hollywood blockbusters like Gladiator than with other religiously themed films. The soaring score by Oscar-winning composer Hans Zimmer, Lorne Balfe and Lisa Gerrard complements the stunning cinematography.
“It’s big, it’s epic, it’s sweeping,” said Downey. “And yet it’s deeply intimate and personal. The story is ultimately a love story.”
It is in the quiet moments — a long embrace, a tender touch, a knowing gaze — that the movie has its greatest impact. Downey herself plays Jesus’ mother and is featured in many of these scenes, like the Michelangelo-inspired Pietà tableau as Jesus is taken down from the Cross.
“As a young girl, [Mary] said ‘Yes’ to God,” said Downey, who felt intensely emotional about portraying the character. “She said ‘Yes’ again standing at the foot of the Cross. How could you bear that? But she stood there loving him, so that when he would look down, too, he would see her there.”
The prominence of the character of Mary in the film will resonate with Catholic audiences. In fact, Son of God has received notable endorsements from prominent Catholics.
“It’s a joy to watch this film bring alive the pages of the Gospel,” said Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl, archbishop of Washington, D.C.
To prepare viewers for the film’s release, the Archdiocese of Washington has created a series of seven online catechetical videos linked to scenes in the movie. The videos complement the Son of God Reflection and Discussion Guide, written by Msgr. J. Brian Bransfield, associate general secretary of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. The guide is one of many teaching tools available on the website seesonofgod.com.
Likewise, Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles has said that the film is important “because it gives us the opportunity to realize God’s presence in our own lives, and that we are children of God. The film is extraordinary for my ministry.”
Burnett is particularly enthusiastic about the support from the Knights of Columbus, noting that many councils have pre-purchased theater tickets for parishes.
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson is among those who have endorsed Son of God, saying, “This is a film that does not simply tell you about Christ, but puts you in the midst of his life, allowing you to see firsthand his public ministry, his love for humanity, and the death he suffered that we might have life eternal.”
One member of the Knights, actor Eduardo Verastegui, served as executive producer of Spanish-language version of Son of God. The star of the acclaimed film Bella, Verastegui worked with Burnett and Downey to find Spanish voice actors and to ensure that the translation of the script adhered to Scripture.
Downey is grateful that Catholic leaders can appreciate the vision behind the film. The project, she said, is “tied in with everything our new pope is speaking about — this new evangelization — and using all the new means we have to reach people with the message of Christ.”
The enthusiastic response to The Bible miniseries, along with the public’s embrace of Pope Francis, signals a renewed fascination with Christianity in popular culture. Downey and Burnett want to reach an audience whom they believe is hungry for deeper meaning, just as Jesus offered new life to a searching Simon Peter.
“We really believed that if the film was made well, the faithful will find it,” said Burnett. “And the faithful will use it to reach the people who have not known Jesus.”
For more information, visit sonofgodmovie.com.
KRIS DMYTRENKO is a communications coordinator for the Archdiocese of Toronto.
Heroes of Home and Hearth
Knights in Maryland keep the home fires burning by providing firewood to the needy
by Patrick Scalisi | photos by Bob Roller
Grand Knight Chuck Geisler carries wood to be donated to charity.
In fine weather, Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay is a playground of kayaks, sailboats and lighthouses set against glorious sunsets. But when windstorms and hurricanes strike, the area becomes littered with downed trees that snag power lines and vex homeowners.
One Knights of Columbus council in North Beach, on the bay’s western shore, has turned these dangerous inconveniences into an opportunity to provide free home heating fuel to needy members of the community. Since 2009, Calvert Council 7870 has partnered with the Ladies of Charity Food Pantry at St. Anthony of Padua Church to collect, cut, deliver and stack firewood for low-income families and individuals.
And during a winter characterized by polar vortexes and arctic blasts, staying warm has proved to be more important — and more expensive — than ever.
SETTING A SPARK
About 10 miles inland from North Beach lies the town of Dunkirk, Md., where Paul McBride lives on a heavily wooded dead-end street. McBride, a member of Council 7870, runs what fellow council members affectionately call the “Wood Sanctuary.” This two-acre lot is where the Knights’ wood program is headquartered and where the council keeps most of its wood supply and cutting equipment.
“It ended up being a place where we could get a good supply of wood,” said McBride. “I had the room, and the shed sits way in the backyard.”
About six years ago, the council had begun an outreach program to remove fallen trees from communities in and around North Beach. The initiative was a modest success, and Knight José A. Baca suggested going even further.
“It was well received, and then we said, ‘Hey, why don’t we expand it? Times are getting harder. People are going to be spending money on firewood when they should be spending money on food,’” said Baca.
So, in 2009, Baca approached a Ladies of Charity representative following morning Mass at St. Anthony of Padua Church. He explained that the council had firewood available and wanted to know if there were any food pantry clients who needed home heating assistance.
As it turned out, there were. That first year, three families requested firewood. More came forward the next year, and more the year after that. At present, Knights deliver wood to more than a dozen low-income households, distributing about 20 cords of wood per year, valued at approximately $4,000.
“Whenever the Knights tell us they’re ready to go, we put a sign up on our bulletin board that says ‘Firewood available. Inquire at the desk,’” said Maureen Hudson, coordinator of the Ladies of Charity Food Pantry.
The work, though, doesn’t stop there. Knights not only deliver the wood, but they unload and stack it as well. They also take into account a recipient’s storage space and the size of the logs needed. For instance, a family with a wood-burning stove will need bigger logs to keep the fire stoked, while an elderly couple will need smaller pieces that are easier to carry to the house.
“There’s enough people involved with various schedules that if there’s a specific need that has to be addressed right away, we can take care of it,” said Grand Knight Chuck Geisler.
Paul McBride (center) looks on as Michael Clagett (left) and Past Grand Knight José A. Baca cut logs at McBride’s “Wood Sanctuary.” The Knights of Calvert (Md.) Council 7870 use part of McBride’s property to cut, stack and store wood for those in need.
FANNING THE FLAMES
According to Hudson, many who seek assistance from the Ladies of Charity Food Pantry are dealing with disabilities or medical problems; others have simply fallen on hard times. No matter the reason, it can be difficult to pay more than $200 for a cord of seasoned hardwood — a stack measuring 4-by-4-by-8 feet — on top of paying other utilities and buying groceries.
This is the experience of Shirley Miller, who lives in the shoreline community of Fairhaven, Md., in a beach cottage that was not intended for year-round use.
“I don’t have a furnace, so it’s the wood stove or freeze,” she said with an easy laugh.
Miller is on disability and works part-time, but she still finds it difficult to make ends meet, especially in the winter. She relies on the generosity of others to obtain fuel for her stove — an uncertain situation if no one she knows has had a tree come down or if her father hasn’t acquired a surplus of wood. Even then, she usually has to hire someone to transport the wood in a pickup truck and cut it if the logs are too big.
Early on, Miller learned about the Knights’ wood program through Hudson. Since 2010, she has received several deliveries.
“It was really, really nice because [the Knights] brought it to me, so I didn’t have to pay somebody to go and pick it up,” Miller said. “They had already cut and split it, so I didn’t have to pay somebody to do it. And they even stacked it in the woodbin and got it ready for me to use!”
The firewood from the Knights has been a godsend for the times when Miller’s other resources have run low, and having a steady supply of fuel means that she can focus her finances elsewhere.
“It allows me to spend money on other areas, like paying bills on time,” she said. “If something goes wrong and I have to fix it, it gives me that little bit of extra money that I can fix something with, whether it’s the car or the refrigerator or the washing machine.”
It is recipients like Miller who have made the firewood program such a rewarding success for council members. Gathering, splitting and transporting wood has built teamwork among the Knights and strengthened their fraternal bond. Members not only volunteer their time, but their equipment as well: chainsaws, tarpaulins and fuel canisters. One Knight donated a wood splitter that is now a permanent fixture at McBride’s house; other members donate use of their own splitters or pickup trucks.
“This is something that’s not a lifetime commitment,” said Geisler. “If you have a Saturday available and we’re doing a wood project, you can certainly do it.”
Hudson added, “It’s not easy work, but they jump to it, and I’m just impressed with how efficient they are and how cheerful they are about it. It’s a real inspiration to me, and I’m sure to other people as well.”
William Quinn (far left) of Our Lady, Star of the Sea Council 9258 in Solomons, Md., receives a supply of home heating fuel from Council 7870.
A ROARING BLAZE
The arrival of spring on March 20 doesn’t necessarily mean that the need for firewood will end for the season. Will homeowners be keeping their thermostats on well into April? With the brutal chill over the past few months, it’s anyone’s guess. Shirley Miller is thinking about asking the Knights for more firewood if her supply runs out before the end of winter. And there’s always next fall to consider as well.
“They always ask me, ‘Did you get enough wood this year?’” said Miller. “They’ll start asking me in the fall. ‘Do you want us to start saving wood for you?’ It’s just a blessing to know that they remember me, that they’re thinking about me and that they put me on their list of people to call.”
McBride, for one, envisions a warm future for the program and is willing to let the Knights use his property for as long as it’s convenient to the program.
“It seems like every year there’s more and more people who need wood,” he said. “Last year it wasn’t that cold, so we didn’t give that many truckloads of wood, but this year we have. … I think that as electric bills go higher and people are unemployed, this program will continue.”
Meanwhile, recipients like Miller can’t thank the Knights enough for helping her keep warm throughout the winter.
“I think the Knights are a bunch of saints!” she said. “I really, really do! I just feel very blessed and honored that I’m a recipient of their kindness.”
PATRICK SCALISI is senior editor of Columbia magazine.
The Day the Word Was Made Flesh
Science sheds light on the Incarnation and the reality of life in the womb
by Murray Joseph Casey, M.D.
Virgin Annunciate, Fra Angelico (1387-1477)/bpk, Berlin/Art Resource, N.Y.
Nine months before Christmas, on March 25, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Annunciation. On this day, we celebrate the event of the Incarnation, for as soon as Our Lady said “Yes” to the invitation of God’s messenger, Christ was conceived in her womb. For Knights of Columbus and their families, it also marks the Day of Prayer for the Unborn Child.
The Angelus, one of the most beautiful and beloved Catholic prayers, retells the Annunciation event: “The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. … And she conceived of the Holy Spirit” (cf. Lk 1:26-38). The prayer continues with Mary’s words, “Behold, the handmade of the Lord. … Be it done unto me according to thy word” (Lk 1:38). Having consented to the angel’s invitation from God, Mary is overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. “And the Word was made flesh. … And dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14). This is the fundamental mystery of Christian faith: With the conception of Jesus, God incarnate came into our world.
Following the Gospel account of the Annunciation, the narrative immediately continues with the events of the Visitation. Without delay, “Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste” to visit her cousin Elizabeth, then pregnant with John the Baptist. When she heard Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and cried out, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy” (Lk 1:39, 42-44).
As a specialist in obstetrics and gynecology, I marvel at how the scriptural accounts of Mary and Elizabeth’s pregnancies leave no doubt that the humanity and personhood of the preborn Jesus and John the Baptist are recognized many centuries before the discoveries of modern genetics and embryology. Today, science casts light on the beginning of human life that corresponds with the light of faith.
Through biology we know that human life begins at conception with the integration of genetic components from the mother’s egg and the father’s sperm to form a single-cell zygote. This genetically complete and unique individual naturally and normally progresses to infancy, childhood and adult development unless overcome by disease, accident or intervention. Progression from the human zygote to embryo, fetus and infant is astonishing and rapid. Three weeks after conception, embryonic blood is circulating from the beating heart. Soon, fetal movements are detectable. The nervous system begins to differentiate into a brain, and the eyes begin to form before the end of the fourth week. It is just a matter of maturation to birth and on to adulthood.
It is in these incontrovertible terms that contemporary science demonstrates how our Lord Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, was formed in the Our Lady’s womb, developed and grew into manhood. What a joy it is each year to celebrate the feast of the Annunciation, giving thanks for the mystery of the Incarnation. And what a tremendous gift we have in Christ, true God and true man, who embraced our humble, vulnerable human form and shared in every stage of our development from the moment of conception!
In our quest to build a culture of life, Knights everywhere are encouraged to promote the truth about human life illuminated by science and faith, to daily pray the Angelus, and to fervently celebrate the Annunciation and the Day of Prayer for the Unborn Child. These practices give meaningful witness to our Catholic faith and powerful testimony to the continuum of human life from conception until natural death.
DR. MURRAY JOSEPH CASEY is a professor of obstetrics, gynecology and of preventative medicine and public health at Creighton University in Omaha, Neb. He is a member of St. Margaret Mary Council 11800 in Omaha.
Discerning the Fruits of the Digital Age
We use technology more wisely when we recognize how it affects the way we see the world
by Father Jonah Lynch
Thinkstock
Several years ago, I was walking in an orchard of lemon trees in Italy and picked one of the fruits to smell the delicious perfume. Immediately, it made me think of my mother; I would have liked to share that lovely scent with her. But how? This was something I could not email to her or post on Facebook. This was something wonderful that technology could not transmit. I had to wait several months until her next visit to Rome. The experience prompted me to think about different ways to communicate, whether via an email or a handshake.
Telephones, email, the Internet, and the constantly changing array of new technology can be very useful. But each has limits as well as strengths. As I began to think about my relationship with technology, I came to realize that there was much more going on than I first thought.
THE LIMITATIONS OF TECHNOLOGY
When it comes to the limitations of modern forms of communication, many examples could be given. For instance, speaking via webcam allows you to see the other person, but it is impossible to look him or her in the eyes. Either you look at the person’s eyes, or you look at your computer’s camera — but not both at once.
Likewise, instant messaging can be a nice way to check in with someone you see “present” online, but it too has limits. I once asked a friend, “How’s your girlfriend?” on chat. He took a few minutes to respond with one word: “OK.” I wondered what his silence meant. Was he unsure of what to say, or was he just busy? On the phone or in person, that silence would have told me a great deal. On chat, it was simply meaningless.
When I spoke about such experiences, I often heard it said that technologies are “neutral” and can be used for good or ill. But through much reading and thinking about these experiences, I discovered that technologies are not in fact neutral. That is not to say that they are evil, but that every technology carries with it a change in our approach to and relationship with the world. Each communication technology influences the content it relays.
In his seminal book, Amusing Ourselves to Death (1985), Neil Postman recalls the 27th president of the United States, William Howard Taft. Postman asks: Could a 300-pound, multi-chinned candidate have much hope of victory in today’s television-dominated election campaigns? Not likely. This means that the technology (television) is not content-neutral, but tends to favor certain types of speakers over others. Not only do good ideas count, but also a good appearance.
In a sense this is old news, but it bears repeating, because we are less aware of the influences of more recent technologies.
For instance, consider how cell phones have profoundly changed our relationship to space. Not long ago, there were clear distinctions among home, office, theater, church, beach, shopping center and so on. With cellular technology, the lines are blurred. We find office work taking place at the beach, comments being tweeted during a homily, and texting or chatting among distant friends during work hours. The space around us can end up seeming like an indifferent scenography for whatever activity we currently feel like doing.
Remember when the home telephone was almost sacred, when your boss could call only in a dire emergency? The rise of cell phones has completely changed the situation. It is now much more normal to receive work calls during off-hours and the weekends, interrupting home life, in part because cell numbers are not linked to any specific place. The caller does not usually know where you are and therefore feels less shame in disturbing your privacy.
We could examine many other technologies and make the same point: technology influences our relationships with other people and with the world. This is not necessarily a bad thing, but it is certainly something we need to recognize and correct accordingly. In many places, this is already happening. For instance, some companies have started to shut down their work email servers during off-hours, allowing employees to have time away from the office.
CULTIVATING FACE-TO-FACE COMMUNICATION
There are moments that require our undivided attention. Many people recognize the need to protect certain silent times and places such as church or family dinner, where even a silently vibrating phone can be a disruption. Deciding that nothing can possibly be more important than the person in front of me — and turning off my phone — can be very liberating.
Some families have found it useful to leave their cell phones in a basket by the door, to help their children appreciate the home as a place of togetherness and sanctuary, where family relationships have priority. Home is where we start from; if those relationships are strong, it is much easier to have security and courage in the outside world. Some limitation of outside distractions can help keep these relationships healthy.
What seems most important is to think freely and critically, and not blindly assume that devices are “neutral,” without any influence on my life. When I observe their actual effect on my way of living, I notice that many things have changed, some for the better, and some for the worse. This means that I need to discern which technologies, and which uses I make of them, can actually improve my life.
Recent neurological research shows that the very structure of the brain is modified by experience. In a very real way, we are formed by what we see, what we read, what we do. This discovery helps me to understand why it is that my increasingly “frictionless” technologies are teaching me to be impatient with anything that requires me to wait. The elimination of any time lag between desire and satisfaction rewires my brain to expect instant gratification, as if everything in life could be like flipping on a light switch or clicking a link on a high-speed Internet connection.
I sometimes end up more interested in efficiency than in other human beings, who are often inefficient, messy and needy, just like I am. When that happens, I try to remember a summer day many years ago.
I was a young seminarian spending the summer helping a chaplain named Father Vincent. One hot July morning in the hospital, we heard screaming. The voice came from a room where a woman named Rachel was dying of cancer.
The chaplain followed the sound. He entered and closed the door. Then he got on his knees and started yelling with her. She screamed, “Oh God!” and he screamed, “Oh God, help her!” He held her hand so that she knew someone was praying with her. We were there for a long time. At a certain point, her screams changed from, “Why, oh why, God?” into “I offer, I offer it!” In the last moments of her life, despair became hope.
The only thing good enough for Rachel that July morning was Father Vincent’s hand in hers. The only possible response to her need — after every medicine had been tried, every palliative care given — was the hand and the voice of a human person in the same room with her. There was no way to multiply Father Vincent’s effectiveness through advances in communication technology. No long-distance care would have been sufficient.
When I think of that experience, I try to remember that many of the most important things in life require patience and tenderness, and can happen only in person, as God himself taught us by physically becoming man and living together with us. He did not just send the message of the Good News. He sent his Son.
FATHER JONAH LYNCH is rector of the seminary of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo in Rome, and author of The Scent of Lemons: Technology and Relationships in the Age of Facebook (Darton, Longman & Todd, 2012).
The booklet Technology and the New Evangelization: Criteria for Discernment (#419) by Father Jonah Lynch, F.S.C.B., and Michelle K. Borras is part of the New Evangelization Series published by the Order’s Catholic Information Service. To download this and other Catholic resources, visit kofc.org/cis.
Everyone Welcome
Knights in Minnesota arrange a special exemplification for a young man with cerebral palsy
by Sam Patet
Rankin Patet (center) smiles with his sons Phillip (left) and Ryan after they completed their First Degree exemplification. Minnesota District #57 arranged a special ceremony at Rankin’s home for Ryan, who studies out of state, and Phillip, who has cerebral palsy. (Sam Patet)
Not many Knights of Columbus can say they joined the organization at an exemplification held in their own home. Most men, including Rankin Patet of South St. Paul, Minn., make their First Degree in a church basement, K of C hall or conference room.
That wasn’t the case for two of Rankin’s sons. On Dec. 28, 2013, Phillip Patet, 27, and Ryan Patet, 24, joined the Knights during a special ceremony at their childhood home in South St. Paul.
“It was wonderful,” said Rankin, a past grand knight of Father Jeremiah O’Callaghan Council 3659 in South St. Paul/Inver Grove Heights. “It was as moving as any [exemplification] I’ve ever been to.”
For Ryan, a graduate student at the University of Delaware, getting to join with dad by his side was something he’d been looking forward to. For years, he had seen how much his father enjoyed the Knights and the good things that the Order did at parishes across the country.
District Deputy George Sonnen of Minnesota District #57 said that he and his colleagues knew that several men weren’t joining the Knights because they couldn’t make it to an exemplification. To solve this problem, Sonnen’s district started arranging special exemplifications about 18 months ago to help people who have time or health constraints.
That’s just what Ryan needed. For some time, Rankin had been trying to sign him up, but it never panned out because Ryan was studying in Indiana and later in Delaware. When Ryan was home for holiday breaks, there weren’t exemplifications available, and most summers he was either taking classes or doing internships out of state.
Pinning Ryan down, however, wasn’t the only reason why Rankin arranged for the special ceremony. He was also thinking about his eldest son, Phillip.
Phillip has cerebral palsy, a neurological condition that affects a person’s muscle development and control. As a result, Phillip cannot walk or talk.
His limitations, though, didn’t mean he couldn’t become a Knight. On the contrary, they made him the perfect candidate. Every day, Phillip lives out the Order’s first principle — charity — through his humility, patience and gratitude, Rankin said.
“He’s always smiled and loves going to church,” Rankin said. “He’s a clear example of humility and how we should live our lives. All good Knights are called to that.”
Ryan admitted he’d never thought about Phillip becoming a Knight, in large part because of his condition. But when his dad told him that Phillip would be joining too, it made complete sense to him.
“I’ve always looked up to Phil,” Ryan said. “It made it more personal to have Phil joining with me.”
The ceremony itself was exactly the same as all other First Degree exemplifications, with the exception that this one took place around the Patet dining room table. After the ceremony, Phil and Ryan were all smiles as they greeted the other Knights who attended.
One of the most moving parts of the afternoon for Sonnen was getting to see Rankin and Ryan interact with Phillip. They each “had their own special way of talking with Phil, and you could really, really see the love in the family,” Sonnen said.
“Because of Phil’s limitations, there are a number of things that he can’t participate in. But this is one that he could,” Rankin said. “He could be an equal with us in that — becoming a brother Knight — and that meant a great deal to me.”
Clearly, what mattered most to Rankin wasn’t the novelty of hosting an exemplification in his own home. Rather, it was forging fraternal bonds with his sons, whom he could finally call “brother Knights” as well.
SAM PATET, a member of St. Patrick Council 1076 in New Ulm, Minn., is a reporter with The Prairie Catholic newspaper for the Diocese of New Ulm. He is the second of Rankin Patet’s three sons.
Russ Hendrickson (second from left) of St. Basil Council 13800 in Kimberton, Pa., and a staff member from the Southeastern Veterans Center (far right) work with two residents on a woodworking project. When budget cuts forced the woodworking program to shut down, Knights took over funding and staffing for project. Council members design wood projects and work alongside staff members to assist residents in sanding, assembling, painting and finishing the kits. Knights provide ongoing support to the shelter by volunteering in other ways as well.
Over the Wire
St. Helena Council 7965 in San Antonio donated $1,000 to the Guadalupe Radio Network to help with the group’s broadcast expenses. Fund for the donation were raised through a council-sponsored bingo game. Guadalupe Radio consists of 20 AM and FM stations that operate in the same market in Spanish and English.
Living Rosary
Cardinal Bellarmine Council 4849 in Aurora, Ill., was one of the principal organizers of the annual international living rosary at Holy Angels Church. More than 50 volunteers — including several Knights — served as “living beads” at the event.
Cardinal Ritter Museum
Cardinal Ritter Council 1221 in New Albany, Ind., welcomed Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore for a ribbon-cutting ceremony in his hometown to mark the opening of a new room in the Cardinal Joseph E. Ritter Birthplace Museum. Knights have provided funds and volunteers for the museum since it was designated a historic landmark in 2002. The council also held a reception following the dedication, at which the supreme chaplain offered remarks.
Reliquary Tour
Members of Bellevue Council 1400 in Pittsburgh and their wives toured the world’s largest public reliquary, St. Anthony Chapel in Pittsburgh. The chapel, which is one of the only kinds in the world open to the public, houses 5,000 first-, second- and third-class relics from around the world.
Family Night
Blessed John Paul II Council 15585 in Madisonville, Tenn., hosted a family night for parishioners from St. Joseph the Worker Church. Events included a balloon toss, bubble contest, beanbag throw and a cookie bakeoff contest.
Members of Auburn (Calif.) Council 6149 load tables and chairs into a truck for delivery to Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in San Felipe, Mexico. After the council had purchased new tables and chairs for its parish in late 2012, it was left with approximately 400 chairs and 60 tables that the church was no longer using. Knights decided to donate the materials to Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. The council also arranged transport of the chairs and tables in a rented truck.
Wheelchair Donated
Miraculous Medal Council 11188 and Miraculous Medal Circle 4624, both in Columbus, Ohio, donated a wheelchair to council member Peter Broeckel after his previous wheelchair began to malfunction after 10 years of use.
Sobriety March
Blessed Father Jerzy Popieluszko, Martyr Council 15239 in Tarnobrzeg, Poland, participated in a sobriety march at Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Church. Knights and parishioners marched under a theme of fathers setting an example in moderation for their families. Participants also brought awareness to alcohol abuse issues.
Lobby Plaque
St. Joseph Council 6353 in York, Pa., presented a Ten Commandments plaque to St. Joseph Elementary School to be placed in the school’s renovated lobby.
Appreciation Corn Roast
Sacred Heart Council 4120 in Tottenham, Ontario, held a priest appreciation corn roast at its parish. Members of the largely rural parish gathered to picnic on tender sweet corn that had been harvested from local fields that morning and prepared by the Knights. The event was held specifically to celebrate the work of Father Nick Defina, council chaplain, and five other local priests who support him and shepherd the community.
Helping Hands
Immaculate Conception Council 11991 in Goose Creek, S.C., partnered with the local Italian-American association and Greater Charleston Civitan to co-host a community dinner to benefit Helping Hands of Goose Creek, a food pantry. Nearly 200 people attended the event, which raised more than $1,800 to help keep the pantry stocked.
Bishop Earl A. Boyea Jr. of Lansing, Mich., a member of Pope John XXIII Council 5436 in Clarkston, prepares to throw out the first pitch at a Lansing Lugnuts minor league baseball game. Knights from throughout the Diocese of Lansing helped to fill Cooley Law School Stadium for the baseball team’s annual vocations night. Priests, nuns, deacons and seminarians were invited to attend the game free of charge, and Bishop Boyea was invited to throw out the first pitch during special pre-game ceremonies.
Spaghetti Dinner
Msgr. Adam A. Micek Council 8410 in Harrison, Ark., partnered with parishioners at Mary, Mother of God Church to sponsor a charity dinner to benefit a council member after he underwent open-heart surgery. The spaghetti dinner raised $3,852.00.
From Combat to Careers
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Council 13300 in Wildwood, Fla., donated $2,500 to Combat Veterans to Careers, a group that helps soldiers transition from military service to productive civilian careers.
Chalice Program
Santa Clarita (Calif.) Assembly offers a program in which chalices are given to new priests in memory of deceased brother Knights. Four recipients last year were new priests from Uganda, Peru, India and Nigeria.
Cancer Walk
Four members of Rimouski (Québec) Council 2843 and Seigneur LePage Council 13423 participated in a 43-day, 745-mile walk to raise nearly $100,000 for the Cancer Society. In addition to raising money for cancer research, the walk also provided great visibility for the Knights throughout Québec.
Religious Ed Scholarship
St. Andrew Circle 4371 in Channelview, Texas, established a scholarship fund to help low-income families send their children to religious education classes at St. Andrew Church. Through various fundraising projects, the circle raised $170 for the fund — enough to cover tuition for two students.
Building a better world one council at a time
Every day, Knights all over the world are given opportunities to make a difference — whether through community service, raising money or prayer. We celebrate each and every Knight for his strength, his compassion and his dedication to building a better world.
Members of Our Lady of the Lakes Council 11471 in Moncks Corner, S.C., along with State Chaplain Father Robert F. Higgins, display some of the Frontline Faith MP3 players that the council purchased for veterans at the Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center in Charleston. The council received a challenge from Father Higgins to purchase 10 players through the program. Knights responded in kind by conducting a fund drive at St. Philip Benizi Church in Moncks Corner and Our Lady of Peace Church in Bonneau — raising enough money to purchase 43 players.
‘Never be afraid of what Jesus asks of you.’
Mark Kozlowski
As a Catholic schoolteacher in Ontario, Canada, I was involved in religious education and youth ministry. I then began to feel God calling me to something more.
When I read the profile of a Sister of the Resurrection on the back of Columbia magazine, my heart was moved to contact their vocations directress. On my first visit, I had a sense of being home. To me, each sister reflected the joy and hope of the risen Jesus, which is so needed in our world today.
I joined the sisters in 2008 and professed my first vows three years later. I now teach second grade at Academy of the Holy Names in Albany, N.Y., witnessing to the joy of religious life and serving our young people.
I am deeply grateful for the financial and spiritual assistance of five K of C councils in Ontario. With this prayerful support, along with that of my family and friends, my commitment to my vocation has flourished.
Never be afraid of what Jesus asks of you. He knows you better than you know yourself.
Sister Ann Elizabeth Norton
Congregation of the Sisters of the
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Castleton-on-Hudson, N.Y.